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Rhodesias, Nyasaland United Under Federal 


Government; Interim Ministry Appointed 


Culminating a long-standing effort 
oward federation, the three British 
territories of Northern Rhodesia, South- 
ern Rhodesia, and Nyasaland have been 
united under a Federal Government. 

The new State, officially known as 
the Federation of Rhodesia and Nyasa- 
land, was authorized by the British 
Parliament and approved by the Queen 
by an order-in-council issued on August 
1, 1953. 

Under’ the constitution of the new 
Federation each of the three territories 
will retain its original <onstitutional 
status but, broadly speaking, its admin- 
istrative responsibilities will be re- 
stricted to matters of local concern. 
The Federation will have virtual self- 
governing status, similar to that now 
enjoyed by Southern Rhodesia, and its 
relations with the United Kingdom Gov- 
ernment will be conducted through the 
Commonwealth Relations Office rather 
than through the Colonial Office. 

In general, the Federal Government 
will have responsibility for dealing with 
all matters relating tc economic and 
financial affairs—including taxation and 
trade and exchange controls—external 
relations, defense, communications and 
transport, health, European education, 
and immigration. 


Parliament Established 


A Federal Parliament is provided for, 
consisting of 35 elected members, of 
whom 17 will be from Southern Rho- 
desia, 11 from Northern Rhodesia and 
7 from Nyasaland. These will include 2 
African members and 1 European mem- 
ber from each territory, elected to rep- 
resent African interests. A standing 
Parliamentary committee, to be known 
as the African Affairs Board, will re- 
view all legislation affecting African 
interests. 

The location of the Federal Capital 
will be selected later, but the first Fed- 
eral Parliament will meet in Salisbury, 
Southern Rhodesia. 

An interim ministry was appointed 
on September 7, when the new Gover- 
nor-General of the Federation—Lord 
Llewellin—invited Sir Godfrey Huggins, 
who had been Prime Minister of South- 
ern Rhodesia for the past 20 years, to 
be the first Prime Minister of the Fed- 
eration. This temporary ministry is to 
— until Parliamentary elections are 

Id. 

Present plans call for elections this 


month and the meeting of the first gen- 
eral assembly in January 1954, when 
the legislative program to set up the 
administrative machine of the Federa- 
tion will be started. 

Embracing the self-governing colony 
of Southern Rhodesia and the two Pro- 
tectorates of Nerthern Rhodesia and 
Nyasaland, the new State covers a total 
area in Central Africa of nearly half a 
million square miles. The latest popula- 
tion figures for the three territories 
show a total of 6,729,700 persons, of 
which 207,400 are Europeans (white), 


22,300 Asiatics and Coloreds (mixed), 
and 6,500,000 Africans. 


Economies Complementary 

The economic implications of federa- 
tion are far-reaching, inasmuch as the 
three territories have many features in 
common and their present economies 
are to a considerable extent comple- 
mentary. 

The three territories have a generally 
elevated topography and while possess- 
ing no outlet to the sea, they contain 
the watersheds of numerous large rivers 
and encompass several lakes including 
the vast Lake Nyasa. This gives the 
area considerable scope for development 
of inland water transportation, irriga- 
tion, and water power resources. 

The railroads of the three territories 
are of the same gage and those of 
Northern and Southern Rhodesia con- 
nect directly. The Rhodesian Railways 
system is linked to the Union of South 
Africa Railways in the south and in 
the north to the Belgian Congo and 
Angola railway line. In the east the 
Rhodesian Railways connect with the 
Beira Railway, which runs for some 200 
miles through Mozambique to the sea- 
port of Beira. Beira, to date, has been 
the chief outlet to foreign markets for 
all three territories. A new rail line 
connecting the Rhodesia Railways to 
the Mozambique seaport of Lourenco 
Marques is a joint project now under 
way by the Southern Rhodesian and 
Mozambique Governments. 

The three territories already have 
common radio, airways, and statistical 
information services and share a com- 
mon currency, the Southern Rhodesian 
pound. Close interterritorial commer- 
cial ties exist, particularly Letween the 
two Rhodesias, which have special trade 
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and customs agreements with each 
other. 


In stage of economic advancement, 
Southern Rhodesia is the most advanced 
of the three, possessing important min- 
eral resources, notably gold, chrome, 
asbestos, and coal, and an expanding 
agricultural and industrial capacity. 
Northern Rhodesia is basically depend- 
ent on copper mining and relies heavily 
on the Wankie coal deposits in Southern 
Rhodesia to meet the needs of the cop- 
per mining industry. Nyasaland’s econ- 
omy is based primarily on production of 
tobacco and tea for export. Tobacco also 
is the most important agricultural ex- 
port in Southern Rhodesia, 
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ECONOMIC CONDITIONS ABROAD 





Exports and Imports at High Level 





Ecuador Views End of '53 With Optimism 


The Ecuadoran economy showed a distinct improvement in the 
latter half of the third quarter, after an inauspicious beginning marked 
by a disturbing continuation of the decline in the country’s foreign- 


exchange reserves. 


The quarter ended on a note of optimism that 1953 would prove 


to be another prosperous year for Ecua- 
dor. 

The country will not accumulate the 
large amount of foreign-exchange hold- 
ings that it did in 1952, but its exports, 
and éspecially its imports, were both at 
high levels, and the total international 
trade of the country might well prove 
to be greater than in the preceding 
year. 

As a result of the high level of im- 
ports, concomitant with a falling off in 
rice exports, there was a net decline in 
Ecuador’s international monetary re- 
serve of over US$7 million by mid- 
August, which deficit, however, had 


been reduced by approximately $1.5 
million by October 10. 


Economy in Healthy Condition 


Prospects are for further substantial 
additions to the country’s foreign- 
exchange holdings during the rest of 
the year, and some forecasters even 
predict that Ecuador may attain a fa- 
vorable balance of about $2 million. 
Moreover, practically all other eco- 
nomic indexes show that the general 
economy of -the country is in a healthy 
condition. 

The circulating media in the third 
quarter continued to rise slightly, at- 
taining an average of 1,118,131,000 
sucres (about $74.5 million at the official 
exchange rate) in September, or an in- 
crease of about 36 million sucres above 
the June average, and about 80 million 
sucres since December 1952. Having 
attained this relatively high level, it is 
felt that the amount of money in circu- 
lation will be more or less stabilized 
and that the increases have not been 
great enough to cause significant in- 
flationary pressures, especially as the 
velocity of circulation is not high, 

That the gradual increase in circulat- 
ing media has not brought about in- 
flationary tendencies would seem to be 
confirmed by the cost of living index 
compiled by the Ministry of Economy, 
the general index of which stood at 
105.84 in August (August 1950-July 
1951100) as compared with the year’s 
high in May of 109.02 and the August 
1952 figure of 105.36. 

At the same time, bank deposits, in- 
cluding sight, time, and savings deposits 
but not those held by the Central Bank, 
rose to 629.8 million sucres as of Sep- 
tember 30, compared with 564.8 million 
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at the corresponding time in 1952, and 
614.2 million at the end of the second 
quarter of 1953. 


Credit Tightened 


Reports have indicated tightening of 
credit availability, especially in Guaya- 
quil. Although the situation is not con- 
sidered nearly so severe as that which 
prevailed in the first part of the year, 
the reports must be given some cred- 
ence. The situation can be attributed 
to several unusual factors that have 
combined to produce a degree of credit 
tightening affecting certain would-be 
borrowers, for the following reasons: 

@® Imports in the third quarter and 
throughout the year have been very 
heavy. Most of the large-scale imports 
are believed to have been made in an- 
ticipation of the new customs tariff 
which will become effective on January 


1, 1954, the goods being stockpiled for 
future sale. 


@ Failure to export rice in substan- 
tial quantities so far has deprived the 
economy of one of its most important 
sources of income. 


@ The largest private banking insti- 
tution in Ecuador, with headquarters in 
Guayaquil, has continued to embark 
upon investment enterprises in com- 
panies which it controls, and as a 
result this bank has found it necessary 
to restrict its credit operations to other 
commercial interests. 


Shortly after the end of the third 
quarter the Banco del Comercio, a 
Guayaquil bank which went into liqui- 
dation in mid-1951, began to reimburse 
a small percentage of its outstanding 
obligations. An additional payment of 
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5 percent was made on Christmas- 
savings accounts to bring total reim- 
bursement in this category up to 35 
percent. A partial payment of about 
10 percent is expected to be made soon 
on time, sight, and savings deposits. 

After considerable delay, the Super- 
intendent of Banks has ruled that for- 
eign collections will not be considered 
as “funds in trust” and therefore will 
not receive preferential treatment in 
the liquidation. This action was taken 
despite pleas for a contrary ruling, and 
banking officials generally recognize 
that Ecuador’s credit and reputation 
abroad may suffer as a result, 


New Bank Founded 


The new Banco Popular del Ecuador, 
with headquarters in Quito, was found- 
ed on September 10. The bank’s capital 
amounts to 18,203,000 sucres subscribed 
to by various national Government and 
municipal entities, as well as the Banco 
Popular of Columbia, which owns ap- 
proximately half of the stock. The 
announced principak objectives of the 
bank are to grant credits for the pro- 
motion of small- and medium-sized in- 
dustries and to augment and facilitate 
the extension of credits to workers, 
farmers, and other employees by per- 
mitting long-term repayments at low 
rates of interest. 

The first 9 months indicate that 1953 
will be another good crop year for 
Ecuador even though production of the 
four major export commodities—ba- 
nanas, coffee, cacao, and rice—may fall 
somewhat short of last year’s figures. 
The Government’s plans for stimulating 
agricultural and other production 
through greater credit facilities came 
into effect during the quarter; 37.5 
million sucres were made available in 
guaranteed mortgage credit for lending 
in 1953, and 40 million sucres of special 
credit for the importation of livestock. 

Little of this credit has yet been 
utilized. Potential livestock buyers are 
reluctant to buy the animals without 
personally examining them. The Gov- 
ernment’s plan provides credit only; it 
does not provide for the Government's 
importing the animals for its own ac- 


count and then reselling them to hus- 
bandmen. 


Grain Crop Prospects Good 

Ecuador decided to import about 85 
percent of its International Wheat 
Agreement wheat allocation as grain 
and only the small remainder as flour. 
This decision reflects the Government's 
policy of protecting the local flour in- 
dustry and of stimulating domestic 
wheat production, Present estimates of 


(Continued on Page 8) 
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Mexican Business Continues To Lag 
Though Most Prices Show Slow Rise 


Mexican business conditions remained somewhat depressed in 
October, according to informed sources, continuing what has been 
widely labeled as an “adjustment period” through which the country 


is passing. 

Available statistics, however, 
situation. 
. Wholesale prices continued the slow 
rise begun in June, reaching 397.9 in 
September, the highest point of the 
year (1939—100). The cost-of-living 
index of the working class in Mexico 
City also registered a slight increase in 
September, to 452.8, compared with the 
year’s low of 448.6 recorded in May 
(1939100). Of the components of this 
index only food has registered a de- 
cline since the beginning of the year, 
primarily because of the Government’s 
efforts to subsidize food prices through 
the operations of CEIMSA .(Mexican 
Import and Export Company). 

Thus, despite lagging business and 
Government efforts to keep prices 
down, prices of most commodities have 
continued to rise, but at a far slower 
rate than in 1952. 

Available production and sales in- 
dexes do not indicate any severe reces- 
sion in the country. The general indus- 
trial production index for the second 
quarter rose to 213.95, compared with 
the 1952 quarterly average of 211.60 
(1929100). Therefore, if any large 
cutbacks in industrial production were 
made in Mexico, they occurred after 
the middle of the year. Department 
store sales in the Federal District stood 
at 80.83 in June, compared with the 
1952 average of 83.21 (1949=100), 
whereas the countrywide index of re- 
tail sales was 95.2, as against last year’s 
monthly average of 104.8 (1939=100). 

Although traditional indexes indicate 
no recession of any severe proportions, 
the general business conviction is that 
sales have fallen off appreciably from 
Jast year. Despite numerous state- 
ments that the period of adjustment is 
drawing to a close local business re- 
mains skeptical. 


Trade Balance Still Unfavorable 


Mexico continued to incur heavy 
unfavorable trade balances through 
September. The 9-month adverse bal- 
ance amounted to 1.3 billion pesos, 
compared with 0.9 billion in the same 
period of 1952. This increase is due to 
some extent to an increase in imports 
since July, but more importantly to a 
decline in value of exports since May. 
Cotton, lead, and zinc exports showed 
significant declines through July, com- 
pared with the like period of 1952. 
Coffee, copper, silver, petroleum fuel, 
tomatoes, and henequen, however, reg- 
istered some increases. 

In the first 8 months of the year, 
270,818 tourists entered the country, 


“ 


provide no clear picture of the 





compared with 295,687 in the corre- 
sponding period of 1952, a decline of 
less than 10 percent. 

Considerable publicity was devoted 
during the month to the country’s ef- 
forts to diversify its foreign trade. 
Upon the inauguration of a new direct 
flight between Montreal and Mexico 
City, a group of Canadian businessmen 
arrived in the capital to discuss meth- 
ods of increasing trade between the 
two countries. Germany’s forthcoming 
trade fair, to be held in Mexico City in 
the spring of 1954, is receiving wide 
attention. 

The second national convention of 
the Mexican Association of Machinery 
Importers held in Monterey attracted a 
large number of representatives from 
both Mexico and the United States and 
also included representatives of various 
European Embassies in Mexico. At this 
convention considerable emphasis was 
placed on the necessity for foreign 
suppliers to grant longer credit terms 
to machinery importers. 

Mexican exporters are being urged 
officially to become acquainted with 
buying habits and preferences abroad 
in order to tailor production to fit 
diverse foreign tastes. 


Money Supply Stable 

Stability of the money supply, ac- 
counted for by a rise in checking 
accounts counterbalanced by an almost 
equal fall in circulating media, con- 
tinued throughout August. The increase 
in checking accounts has _ provided 
deposit banks with increased credit 
resources. 

However, businessmen still complain 
of lack of credit facilities, and credit 
remains tight. Inasmuch as official 
sources maintain that the lack of credit 
does not criginate in austere Govern- 
ment regulations, the tightness seems 
to arise from a more cautious loan pol- 
icy being followed by the banks in the 
present business environment. 

Outstanding loans of the Bank of 
Mexico continued to rise, reaching over 
a billion pesos as of the end of August, 
an increase of 500 million pesos in 1953, 
The rise was due primarily to the 
renewed emphasis placed on agricul- 
tural development by the Ruiz Cortines 
Administration. Some 500-600 million 
pesos reportedly have been granted 
thus far this year to the National Bank 
of Agricultural Credit and the National 
Ejido Bank to increase corn and bean 
production, and smaller loans have been 


—— 


made to the National Bank of Foreign 
Commerce and to CEIMSA for importa. 
tion of foodstuffs, 


The Minister of Finance announced 
in October that the Ruiz Cortines Ad- 
ministration would follow a regimen of 
balanced budgets in 1954, as well as in 
1953, and that an effort would be made 
to keep 1954 Government expenditures_ 
at the same level as proposed for 1953 
—4.8 billion pesos, 

A new income tax law also was an- 
nounced by the Finance Ministry ag 
being under serious consideration. Even 
the modest increases jn tax rates which 
would result from the proposed tax law 
revision have encountered criticism, on 
the grounds that the revision needs 
more study or that effective enforce- 
ment of existing tax rates and scheds- 
ules is more important than increasing 
tax rates. Official spokesmen have de- 
fended the proposed measure as 
necessary to effect more equitable 
distribution of income, at the same time 
noting that this is not a general 
across-the-board increase. 


Industry Shows Little Change 


In the field of industry October reg- 
istered little change, compared with 
September. Auto assemblers, rubber 
manufacturers, and pharmaceutical and 
chemical producers operated fairly 
satisfactorily and at about the same 
level. Steel mill, textile plant, shoe and 
leather manufacture, hard-fiber mill, 
and electrical goods production con- 
tinued off, and volume of production 
was probably slightly under September, 

The Government is taking more ac- 
tive steps to relieve the food shortage 
which has resulted from reduced pro- 
duction, especially of corn, owing to 
the drought. Imports of corn in Sep- 
tember reached an alltime high of 89,- 
000 metric tons, bringing the total for 
the first 9 months to 192,000 metric 
tons. Additional purchases already made 
for delivery during the remainder of the 
year are expected to bring total 1953 
imports to well above 300,000 metric 
tons. Large imports are expected also 
for early 1954, before the next corn crop 
is harvested. Heavy rains in most parts 
of the country in September and Octo- 
ber increased soil moisture and irriga- 
tion water supplies and the outlook for 
next year’s crops is favorable. 

The cotton harvest, virtually com- 
pleted throughout the country except 
in Mexicali, will be close to 1,100,000 
bales, compared with 1,228,000 in 1952, 
The cotton is moving to market readily, 
but the decline in production will reduce 
exports of Mexico’s principal foreign- 
exchange earner.—Emb., Mexico, 





U. 8S. exports carried by vessel in 1952 
amounted to 92 million long tons, the 
Bureau of the Census, U. S. Department 
of Commerce, has reported. 

This is approximately 11 percent less 
than the 1951 total and about 17 per- 
cent below that of the record year, 
1947, 
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Bolivia Acts To Lower 
Federal Expenditures 


The Bolivian Government was suc- 
eessful during October in several moves 
to reduce national expenditures and to 
conserve scarce dollar exchange. The 
Cabinet on October 13, approved a de- 
cree restricting the travel of Bolivian 
officials abroad as well as reducing the 
the number of Bolivian foreign service 
employees. 

The Government’s position with re- 


spect to the postponement until Jan- — 


uary 1 of the incorporation of the 4,000- 


-and 2,000-boliviano cost-of-living sub- 


sidies into basic wages was sustained by 
the Central Obrera Boliviana by a 
vote of 46 to 14. A minority group had 
advocated immediate incorporation of 
the subsidy, attacked the recent U. S.- 
Bolivian tin contract, demanded that 
the Government seek markets for Bo- 
livian minerals behind the Iron Curtain, 
accused the devaluation - stabilization 
program of impoverishing the worker, 
and demanded that the projected Bo- 
livian minerals behind the Iron Curtain, 
speedily be signed. 


Mine Managers Meet in La Paz 


A Conference of Mine Managers of 
the Corporacion Minera Boliviana, held 
in La Paz from October 12 to 17, rec- 
ommended standardization of salaries of 
all management and technical personnel, 
of equipment to be purchased in the 
future, and of the cost accounting pro- 
cedures in the various mines. The reso- 
lutions approved by the conference are 
now being studied by the Ministry of 
Mines and the CMB directorate. 

The Yacimientos Petroliferos Fis- 
eales Bolivianos (State Petroleum Mon- 
opoly) drilling program at Camiri 
brought in two producing wells in Oc- 
tober. The C-49, brought in on October 
19, surpassed initial production esti- 
mates and is daily producing about 
97,000 liters. Well C-17, completed at the 
end of October is producing daily about 
82,000 liters. With these two wells, 
Y.P.F.B. reportedly has more than 
doubled its production. 


Agrarian Reform Slow 


Progress on the Agrarian Reform 
program continued slow. Efforts were 
directed toward the organization of the 
National Agrarian eform Council and 
the appointment of local agrarian re- 
form boards and agrarian judges. 

The principal legislation enacted un- 
der the Agrarian Reform program was 
the October 15 decree which regulated 
the issuance of bonds in payment for 
properties expropriated under the 
Agrarian Reform Decree of August 2. 
The previous major decrees approved 
under the program were that of August 
2 and the decree establishing the Na- 


(Continued on Page 9) 
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Business Slows Down in Paraguay 
Following Drop in Farm Output 


General business conditions in Paraguay in the third quarter failed 
to maintain the improvement shown earlier in the year. 

The slowdown was attributed mainly to livestock and crop losses 
which threatened to cut export availabilities and perhaps even create 


local food shortages. 


Retail sales continued favorable, and 
income from tourism, spurred by the 
visit of Dr. Eisenhower in July, the 
reinauguration of President Chaves in 
August, and preparations for President 
Peron’s visit in October, was well above 
normal. However, the high level of 
retail sales and the Central Bank’s 
policy of restricting imports with offi- 
cial exchange threatened further to 
increase prices, especially as import 
with high-priced nonofficial exchange 
was still permitted. 

The maintenance of strict controls 
over official market imports was due to 
a shortage of foreign exchange. This 
shortage was reflected in the Central 
Bank’s statement for September 30, 
which showed a decline of 10.5 million 
guaranies (US$1.75 million at the par 
value of 6 guaramies per dollar) in the 
third quarter, compared with a decline 
of only 0.5 million guaranies in the 
preceding quarter. Gross foreign-ex- 
change holdings amounted to the equi- 
valent of only $15.2 million at the_end 
of September. The shortage of Argen- 
tine pesos was particularly acute and 
the amount due the Argentine river 
fleet was reported well over 10 million 
pesos. _ 

The decline in foreign-exchange hold- 
ings was accounted for mainly by a 
drop in world market prices for agri- 
cultural products and a decrease in 
cotton production. The outlook was 
that the continued necessity of import- 
ing commodities in which Paraguay is 
usually self-sufficient would occasion 
further drains on foreign exchange and 
in turn force the Central Bank to 
continue its rigid control over official 
market imports well into 1954, 


Prices Steady for Local Goods 
The prices of most locally produced 
commodities remained about the same 
despite a 20-percent increase in mini- 
mum salaries for nongovernment work- 
ers on September 1. 


Prices of such imported luxury items 
as refrigerators and automobiles, which 
had been entering the country in sub- 
stantial quantities since. import with 
“own exchange” was permitted, weak- 
ened, and retailers were extending 
credit terms to push sales. Prices on 
used automobiles and refrigerators es- 
pecially were far below the prices of a 
year ago, when their importation was 
severely restricted. 

The price of sugar, which has been 
in short supply owing to severe weather 





conditions, rose 50 percent in the June- 
September period, and further increases 
were anticipated in view of impending 
Government imports of 5,000 tons, 


Meat prices rose as much as 80 per- 
cent when the subsidy previously paid 
COPAR (Paraguayan Meat Co.), the 
sole local meat distributor, was ter- 
minated. Immediately, the cattlemen, 
who had eventually been receiving the 
benefit of the subsidy, began withhold- 
ing cattle from market in protest 
against low cattle prices. This with- 
holding, together with reduced cattle 
availabilities, also due to seasonal fac- 
tors, brought about meat scarcities, 
which in turn accounted for the in- 
crease in prices. 


Farm Production Falis 


Crops in general were affected by - 
adverse weather conditions to such an 
extent that fear was expressed that 
not only would foreign-exchange earn- 
ings suffer from reduced export avail- 
abilities but that a local food shortage 
might. develop early in 1954. Some 
farmers, unable to sow corn because of 
parched land at planting time, later 
planted cotton instead, and estimates 
indicated that a record acreage of cot- 
ton, the country’s most important 
source of foreign exchange, was being 
planted. 

An unestimated number of cattle 
were lost in southern Chaco because of 
the drought and the floods that fol- 
lowed. An even greater economic loss 
was occasioned through loss in cattle 
weight. Many cattlemen advocated re- 
moval of the restrictions on sales of 
cattle to meat-packing plants, which, 
when in operation, pack canned meat 
for export, thereby creating a market 
for cattle which otherwise is lost each 
year and in addition providing a new 
source of badly needed foreign 
exchange. 

Other sources advocated curtailment 
of meat consumption by allowing prices 
to rise to a level from which consum- 
ers would turn to lower priced foods. 
The main difficulty in such a solution, 
however, is that there is no available 
substitute for meat, although some ef- 
fort has been made this year, without 
much ‘success, to. introduce dried fish 
into the daily diet. 

Apparently thé only way the packing 
plants can be supplied with cattle with- 
out cutting into local requirements is 
through importation of Argentine cattle. 


(Continued on Page 9) 
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Cuban Sales Show Some Recovery; 
Production Level Expected To Hold 


The contraction in the Cuban economy from the prosperity of 
1949-52, which has proceeded in a gradual, orderly manner, was 
cushioned again in October by a recovery in volume of sales of many 


goods. 


The recovery was attributed generally to lessened pessimism after 


the initialing of the International Sugar 
Agreement. 

Construction picked up with the mid- 
October tapering off of rainfall, as did 
also the output of some textile mills. 
There is a growing belief that indexes 
of commodity production and sales may 
hold fairly steady at their present 
levels, which are some 10 to 25 percent 
below those at the peak of prosperity. 
The principal concern of bankers is the 
likelihood that the reduced profits of 
sugar mills this year will be disappoint- 
ing as a source of Government revenue. 

Although mining activity continued 
satisfactory and volume of inbound 
cargo at the port of Havana eased off 
comparatively little, compared with the 
level of the fall months of last year, 
bank clearings in October exclusive of 
Treasury transactions dropped to $252 
million from levels of $285 million for 
the preceding month and $306 million 
for the corresponding month of last 
year. . 

Textile Sales Improve 


Continued seasonal improvement in 
sales was reported generally by textile 
wholesalers, One leading wholesale 
house reported a 10-percent increase in 
dollar value of sales in October, com- 
pared with the like month of last year. 
Some houses, however, still sold less 
than at the same time last year, and 
collections were slow. 

The domestic lingerie industry con- 
tinued to operate at about 50 percent 
of capacity, a slight improvement over 
last year. Domestic hosiery mills have 
registered no pickup in their operations. 
Two mills have been closed for several 
months and others have been operating 
at 25 to 30 percent of capacity. A lead- 
ing lingerie manufacturer reported 
October sales as showing seasonal im- 
provement but 20 percent under sales 
of October 1952. Inventories of all tex- 
tile items in the Cuban market were 
reported low in October, causing opti- 
mism for coming months. 

October department store sales in 
the Havana area showed considerable 
improvement over the preceding month 
and generally were reported comparable 
to or slightly better than those of the 
like period of 1952. Limited reports 
from other Provinces, though varied, 
also indicate an overall improvement in 
sales. Most dealers reported that sales 
of electric appliances, radios, and tele- 
vision receivers had improved some- 
what but were still down 25 to 40 
percent from last year. 
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Machinery and equipment sales were 
reported above the corresponding 
month of last year, a gain attributed 
principally to increased purchases by 
the rapidly developing rice-growing in- 
dustry. Sugar mills continued to hold 
purchases down to minimum levels, 
postponing if possible major expendi- 
tures for machinery and equipment. 

Little change was reported in the 
market for automobiles and trucks, but 
some dealers and distributors express 
the belief that automotive sales are 
leveling off, possibly arresting the 
downward trend persisting during ,most 
of the year. 


‘The value of building permits issued 
for the Havana district ran slightly 
above $4 million, some 20 percent short 
of the average monthly level during 
the construction boom of early 1952. 
This figure compares well, however, 
with most preceding months except 
September, when the total was inflated 
by a permit taken out for construction 
of a 35-story apartment building. 


Activity increased on numerous struc- 
tures in the residential district of Ha- 
vana in mid-October with the tapering 
off of heavy rains, and work was re- 
sumed also on the Linea arterial high- 
way leading to Miramar suburbs. Re- 
pair of rain damage to provincial high- 


. 


ways has been confined thus far to 
patching. 


Rice Yield 2.4 Million Quintals 

The forthcoming rice crop is expected 
to yield about 2.4 million quintals of 
milled rice, of which perhaps 2 million 
quintals will enter commercial channels 
and the balance remain on the farm 
for home consumption and seed (1 
quintal=101.43 pounds). 


The lifting of U. S. export controls 
on rice had no immediate effect on 
Cuba’s current system of import con- 
trols and individual import quotas. The 
Ministry of Commerce is conducting a 
nationwide survey of Cuban stocks and 
supplies of rice with the view of de- 
termining whether an additional de- 
claration of deficit over and above the 
2,106,000 quintals declared in July 1953 
should be made for the remainder of 
the quota year ending June 30, 1954. 

Cacao production this year, estimated 
at 50 to 60 thousand quintals, will in- 
crease rapidly in the next few years as 
a result of increased plantings made 
possible by Government loans to cacao 
growers in the Baracoa district. Cacao 
exports have been sporadic in recent 
years because domestic needs, which 
must be.met before export is permitted, 
have absorbed almost the entire crop. 
Exports reported thus far this year 
total 15,000 quintals, 


Reserve Position Better 


The already strong reserve position 
of the National Bank became even 
stronger in’ October as international 
assets increased from $524 million to 
$532 million. The corresponding figure 
on October 31, 1952, was $522 million. 
Volume of National Bank notes and 
silver certificates in circilation con- 
tinued to move downward, contracting 


(Continued on Page 16) 
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ECONOMIC CONDITIONS ABROAD 


Power Nationalization Uruguay Anticipates Record Wool 
Clip and Bumper Wheat Harvest 


Forecasts of a record wool clip and bumper wheat harvest in 
Uruguay brightened the outlook for the country’s economy in Septem- 


Started in Indonesia 


Nationalization of all electric com- 
panies in Indonesia is provided for in 
a decree signed by the President of the 
Republic of Indonesia on October 3, 
retroactive to December 23, 1952. 

This act is a formal promulgation of 
a policy long laid down by the Indo- 
nesian Government and already par- 
tially carried out. The decree states 
that owing to the financial condition of 
the country the Government will begin 
the nationalization program by taking 
over only those companies which are 
100 percent privately owned. 

The Government started its nationali- 
zation program by taking over the 
E.M.A. Co. in Ambon, the Minister of 
Public Works announced on September 
16. He said that the Ambonese company 
is being bought at a price of 2.5 million 
rupees, and other companies will be 
taken over in 1954. 

Nationalization of O.G.E.M., one of 
the largest of the companies to be 
nationalized, will have been started by 
January 1, 1954, but further implemen- 
tation of the nationalization plans will 
depend on the State’s financial position. 





Swiss Grant Loan to Congo, 
Consider Loan to Australia 


A new loan of 60 million Swiss francs 
(1 Swiss franc=about US$0.24) to the 
Belgian Congo has been underwritten 
by a consortium of Swiss banks, and a 
loan to Australia in the amount of 50 
million Swiss francs is reported under 
consideration by the Swiss capital 
market. m2 


The loan to the Condi iting 4 ae 
cent annual interest and guaranteed by 


the Belgian Government, was opened to 
public subscription early in November. 
Swiss stamp taxes are to be taken up 
by the borrower and amortization will 
be in annual installments of 5 million 
Swiss francs after the 14th year. Pay- 
ment will be in Swiss or Congo francs 
at the rate of 11.4 Congo francs to 1 
Swiss franc (the Cango france is cur- 
rently equivalent to US$0.02, the same 
as the Belgian franc). 

The Congo loan is the third in a 
series of Swiss loans to that territory. 

Prospects for both the Australian and 
Belgian Congo loans are considered 
favorable since the interest rates are 
high, and capital in Switzerland is be- 
lieved willing to accept this type of 
loan readily. On the other hand, Swiss 
domestic Government loans, Federal 
and Cantonal, are meeting resistance 
because of the growing premiums in- 
cluded in the issuing prices over the 
nominal value of the bonds. Swiss pri- 
vate capital is giving preference to de- 

it account shares and to funding 
eon at 2% percent interest.—Emb., 
Bern. 
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ber and October. 


Banks reported money in ample supply, and foreign and domestic 


collections were up to par. 

General economic activity, however, 
was slow, principally because of reduced 
international “trade activity and in- 
creased taxes on domestic business. 
Continued import restrictions contrib- 
uted to shortages in many consumer 
items, particularly nonessential and 
luxury goods. 

The new wool clip which got under 
way on September 22 was estimated at 
88,600 metric tons, one of the largest 
on record. Although few export sales 
were being made, those transacted were 
at prices ranging up to 27 pesos per 10 
kilograms for supercrossbreds (1 kilo- 
gram= 2.2046 pounds). Early purchases 
were being effected principally by local 
combing establishments. 

Uruguay is still concerned about the 
possibility that the United States may 
increase duties or impose quantitative 
restrictions on raw wool imports as a 
result of the U. S. Tariff Commission’s 
recent study, and it is quite reasonable 
to assume that the reorientation of Uru- 
guayan trade away from the United 
States will gain impetus if adverse U. S. 
action is taken on this matter. Of the 
total of 260,194 bales (approximately 
1,050 pounds each, greasy hasis) of 
wool of all types exported by Uruguay 
during the wool year ended September 
30, 1953, wool tops or other 
forms of wool amounted to 51,810 bales. 

A record wheatyg@gop w 
with an estimat ,000 res (1 
hectare =2.47104 acres) under cultiva- 
tion and in -excellent condition. This 
acreage is about 25 percent higher than 
last year’s, and the yield is expected to 
be substantially in excess of last year’s 
harvest of 463,000 metric tions, with a 
correspondingly heavier surplus avail- 
able for export. 


Meat Exports Retarded 

The Uruguayan Meat Board estimated 
that an export surplus of about 15,000 
tons of chilled and frozen meat was on 
hand at the end of October. The British 
were reluctant to take tonnage in excess 
of that agreed upon in the meat con- 
tract between the two countries and 
few other purchasers were being found 
at the prices established by the Minis- 
try of Livestock. A recent Russian offer 
for the purchase of 7,500 tons of frozen 
beef at $465 per metric ton was rejected 
by Uruguay, although an offer from the 
same source on 3,000 tons of mutton 
was accepted. 

The foreign-owned meat packing 
plants—two American and one British 
—protested the readjustment of tradi- 
tional meat export quotas but the Gov- 


icipated « 





ernment pointed out that since the for- 
eign-owned plants suspended operations 
during late 1952 and early 1953, prefer- 
ential consideration in the allocation of 
export quotas should be given to those 
plants which continued to work during 
that time. No mention was made of the 
fact that one of the principal reasons 
given by the foreign packers for the 
shutdown was. the delay in colleeting 
substantial sums of back-subsidy pay- 
ments owed them by the Government. 


The local press reported that the 
minority party in the Government was 
considering the introduction of a bill in 
the Legislature that would provide for 
the purchase by the Government of the 
British-owned meat packing plant. It is 
generally assumed that if this takes 
place the plant’s production will be util- 
ized for export, and the present State 
packing plant will devote its production 
to the domestic market, on which it has 
a monopoly. 

The first shutdown strike during the 
current year occurred in mid-August in 
the country’s only tire factory. -The 
strike finally was arbitrated and the 
factory reopened on September 15. 


A 1-day work stoppage also was 
staged by workers of the Government- 
owned railways in protest against the 
nonpayment of retroactive pay in- 
creases. As a result, the Legislature 
pproved a law establishing a new 
budget for the railways and created new 
taxes which are expected to provide 
an additional 11.9 million pesos (US$1=— 
about 2.85 pesos at the free market 
rate) for payment of the back wages. 


(Continued on Page 13) 





Fluorspar Investigation 
Called Off 


The U. S. Tariff Commission 
has discontinued «and dismissed 
its investigation into the import 
duty on the acid grade of fluor- 
spar containing more than 97 per- 
cent of calcium fluoride. 

The investigation, initiated on 
October 29, was dismissed upon 
request filed in behalf of the ap- 
plicants, the Tariff Commission 
announced on November 24. 

Details of this proposed inves- 
tigation appeared in Foreign 
Commerce Weekly, November 9, 
1953, page 19, 
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Sudan Develops Second 


5-Year Works Program 


A program of new Government capi- 
tal works costing £34 million over a 5- 
year period, 1951-56, has been developed 
by the Sudan Government, This is the 
Sudan’s second development program, 
following the 1946-51 plan of new capi- 
tal works for which £13,750,000 was 
allotted. 

According to present plans the £34 
million will be distributed as follows: 
Communications, £9,260,000; productive 
schemes, £7,843,000; public utilities, 
£5,145,000; social services, £6,885,000; 
administration, £4,107,000; end reserves 
or unallocated, £760,000. 

A further breakdown of these ex- 
penditures reveals that in the field of 
communications the Sudan Railways 
will receive £4.5 million for extension 
and new improvements. This sum will 
provide slightly more than half of the 
Railways’ planned capital expenditures 
of £8,897,833 during this period. 

Expenditures for roads and road 
machinery are expected to amount to 
£2,973,379, including the purchase of 
plant and machinery for economical 
road construction by modern methods. 
Other communications facilities, such 
as telephones, telegraphs, ports, air- 
ports, and meteorological service, will 
spend a total of £1,786,385. 


Water Development Planned 

Productive schemes are those per- 
taining to rural water supplies, soil 
conservation, forestry, livestock and 
fisheries, ugricultural research, geologi- 
cal survey, and cotton growing and 
manufactugjng. For the development of 
rural water supplies, including de- 
velopment of underground re ces, 
£2,873,000 will be spent, while £2,307,500 
will be spent in the irrigation’of cotton 
lands as well as increasing the ginning 
capacity of existing factories and estab- 
lishing a cotton spinning and weaving 
mill in the Northern Sudan. 

Principal public utility expenditures 
will be for improving electricity, sew- 
age, and water plants at major cities in 
the Sudan. Nearly £4 million will be 
spent in the vicinity of Khartoum and 
Omdurman. 

In the field of social services the 
expansion of schools will account for 
£4,102,620 and health services for 
£2,373,000. A sampling census of the 
population of the Sudan, to be under- 
taken for the first time, will cost 
£120,000. 

Expenditures for administration in- 
clude such categories as loans and 
grants to Government authorities to 
provide for municipal buildings, financ- 
ing -of Government housing, and ex- 
penditures for metor vehicles, prisons, 
police stations, and law courts. 

This program is concerned only with 
Government investment in new works. 








Ecuador Views... 
(Continued from Page $3) 


the 1953 wheat crop are that the yield 
will be slightly larger than in 1952. 
The corn and barley crops are expected 
to remain near last year’s levels. 

Official Government statistics indi- 
cate that the stock of rice in Govern- 
ment and private warehouses amounted 
to 1,566,812 quintals (1 quintal=about 
220 pounds) as of September 30, 1953. 
An additional 10 or 15 percent should 
be added for rice which is milled but 
not reported for tax purposes. Present 
stocks are larger by 472,129 quintals 
than those existing at the beginning 
of the quarter and nearly 1 million 
quintals larger than stocks at the end 
of the third quarter of last year. 

The banana crop, perhaps the hardest 
hit by last year’s severe winter floods, 
is beginning to show recovery. Earlier 
pessimistic predictions that only 13 mil- 
lion or 14 million stems would be ex- 
ported have been revised upward to 
15 million or 16 million stems. Total 
production for 1953 is roughly esti- 
mated at 20 million stems, of which 
over 15 million may be exported, 2 or 
2% million will be consumed domes- 
tically, and the remainder will be lost. 


Cacao, Coffee, Cotton Yields Low 

The cacao harvest, amounting to ap- 
proximately 385,000 quintals, is about 
10,000 quintals smaller than that of last 
year. Reliable cacao merchants predict 
that the 1953 crop may fall 50,000 
quintals short of the 1952 crop. Quality 
of the bean continues to be poor as a 
result of the severe rainy season of last 
year. 

Total production of coffee for 1953- 
54 is estimated at about 418,000 quin- 

ls, abo “@ less than the 
952-53 and reent less than 
the estimates made earlier this year. 
Prices have been high throughout the 
year, although the high prices have lim- 
ited purchases abroad to minimum ne- 
cessities, 

Unlike the cacao crop, the quality 
of the coffee bean has been good. Ex- 
porters report that considerable quan- 
tities of coffee have been sold to 
Argentina, final sales depending, how- 
ever, upon the granting of the necessary 
import licenses by the Central Bank 
of Argentina. 

Cotton production in the crop year 
ended July 31 totaled 10,143 bales of 
500 pounds of lint. This was harvested 





Private enterprise is contributing sub- 
stantially in commercial development 
of pump-irrigated agricultural schemes, 
light industry is expanding, anc new 
private capital has been invested in 
construction and trading activities. Also, 
the above budget includes only capital 
expenditures and not recurring costs, 
such as maintenance of new programs 
which are met from the ordinary Sudan 
budget. 


—_ 


from a planted area reported as 31,135 
acres, in a yield of about 163 pounds per 
acre. This crop is equivalent to ap- 
proximately 50,000 quintals, but is in- 
sufficient to satisfy domestic consump- 


tion, which is estimated to be between 
90,000 and 100,000 quintals, 


Third-Quarter Trade Up 


The value of exports during the third 
quarter reached nearly $18.5 million, 
a 16-percent increase over the second 
quarter, but only 78 percent of the 
value of exports during the correspond- 
ing period in 1952. " 

After long debate in the Ecuadoran 
Congress it was decided in September 
to grant an export subsidy of up to 10 
million sucres to facilitate the sale of 
rice. The subsidy amounts to the differ- 
ence between the price f.o.b. Guayaquil 
and $9. Sales made at equal or greater 
prices do not benefit from the subsidy. 
The large stocks on hand and the sub- 
sidy, which permits sales in the world 
market, have allowed exporters to 
make large sales, principally to Japan. 


Total imports into Guayaquil during 
the third quarter amounted to 55,921 
metric tons valued at $18,532,948. This 
was 28 percent more by value and 13 
percent more by weight than in the like 
period of 1952, and 21 percent more 
by value than was imported in the sec- 
ond quarter. It is believed that the 
fourth quarter will also indicate large 
imports. 

The largest supplier was the United 
States, which sent Ecuador 59 percent 
of its imports during July and August, 
compared with 57 percent during the 
second quarter, but 65 percent during 
the third quarter of last year. The prin- 


cipal products imported continued to. 


achine ehicles, food prod- 
, textil durable consumer 
goods. 

Road Construction Planned 


The pattern of Ecuadoran highway 
development over the next 3 or 4 years 
was well set during the third quarter 
of this year, when the Government 
signed a series of contracts totaling 
over 300 million sucres (approximately 
$20 million at the official rate) provid- 
ing for the construction or asphalt sur- 
facing of about 1,000 kilometers of 
roads, 


The roads to be constructed fall into 
three main categories, according to 
function: Those connecting the moun- 
tainous highlands with the coastal 
region; those providing outlets to ports 
for agricultural produce from. the 
coastal interior; and the proposed trunk 
highway running along the western base 
of the Andes mountains from north to 
south through rich, but as yet unex- 
plored agricultural areas. 

This vast. undertaking will be fi- 
nanced largely out of increased Govern- 
ment revenues from gasoline taxes put 
into effect in June, plus some outside 
financing from the Export-Import Bank 
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and from the ¢ontractors themselves. 
Some apprehension has been voiced 
that the construction plan is overly 
ambitious, too hastily decided upon, and 
technically lacking, inasmuch as de- 
tailed engineering studies have not been 


made for certain sections of the work 
contracted. 


Inclement weather handicapped rail- 
road operations again during the third 
quarter of this year. As a result of 
flash floods in late July several hundred 
meters of track were washed out on the 
vital Guayaquil-Quito rail line and the 
railroad bridge at Ambato was swept 
off its foundations. Washout damage 
was repaired within a week, but 
through traffic at Ambato was not re- 
stored for 6 weeks. 


Oil Pipeline Under Way 


Work on the petroleum pipeline be- 
tween Bucay and Palmira was begun 
in mid-August after the necessary funds 
for the work were made available by 
the Ecuadoran Government. By Octo- 
ber 1, 10 kilometers of pipe were in the 
ground—the total length of the line 
will be 74 kilometers. It was estimated 
that construction would be completed 
by March of next year. The Govern- 
ment announced that it is considering 
the possibility of extending the line to 
a total of 262 kilometers, representing 
the distance from Duran (Guayaquil) 
to Urbina (near Riobamba), the highest 
point traversed by the railroad in the 
sierra. 

Construction plans for the first stage 
of development—runways,  taxiways, 
etc.—at both the Quito and Guayaquil 
airports were completed during the 
quarter and delivered to the Export- 
Import Bank in October. Meanwhile, 
owing to improvements completed on 
the Quito runway during the second 
quarter of this year, international traf- 
fic continues to increase. 

Following the withdrawal of Vene- 
zuela from the Flota Grancolombiana, 
Ecuador and Colombia decided to con- 
tinue this enterprise as a binational 
undertaking. Ecuador is permitted to 
acquire up to 20 percent of the total 
capital of the Fleta by virtue of a loan 
from the Colombian Coffee Growers 
Association. Up to now, Ecuador’s in- 
terest in the Flota has been only 10 
percent. 

Shipping activities at the Port of 
Guayaquil increased slightly during the 
quarter, mostly on account of additional 
banana carriers. 


New Power Plant Planned 


Flood waters caused extensive dam- 
age in late July to the Rio Verde hydro- 
electric plant east of Ambato in Tun- 
gurahua Province; the loss was esti- 
mated at 14 million sucres. The Em- 
presa Electrica de Quito completed en- 
gineering studies of a proposed new 
electric power installation at the nearby 
village of Cununyacu, which is hoped 
would be financed in part by the Inter- 
national Bank, and in part by the Ecua- 
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doran Social Security Funds, and by 
the Empresa itself. Total cost of the 
installation is estimated at 40 million 
sucres, When completed it would in- 
crease the Empresa’s capacity to supply 
electricity by 6,000 kilowatts over the 


present total of slightly more than 12,- 
000 kilowatts, 


More Petroleum Needed 


Petroleum production is practically 
at the same levels as last year, but 
consumption of gasoline and other de- 
rivatives is steadily increasing. This 
failure of production to keep pace with 
consumption is causing increased con- 
cern to the Ecuadoran Government, 
particularly because the large-scale 
highway improvement program will 
inevitably result in ever greater con- 
sumption of such products. 


Uniess new petroleum reserves are 
discovered, Ecuador will be obliged in 
the future to spend progressively more 
foreign exchange for petroleum prod- 
ucts. Faced with this problem, the Gov- 
ernment is undertaking a detailed study 
of the whole petroleum situation, its 
present potential and future possibili- 
ties, a special Petroleum Study Com- 
mission having been formed for this 
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purpose in late July. Its analysis of 
the situation and suggested solutions 
to the problems now foreseen may be 
completed by the end of the year. 

Meanwhile Ecuador granted a large 
concession of nearly 3 million acres 
to a newly established U. S. oil com- 
pany in late September. This concession 
covers extensive sections in the western 
coastal areas of Ecuador, from Esmer- 
aldas Province in the north to El Oro 
in the south, including large areas of 
the Gulf of Guayaquil and other waters 
along the Ecuadoran shore. A vigorous 
exploratory survey of these areas is 
expected to be undertaken within the. 
next year. 

Representatives of the CIMA gold- 
mining company at Portovelo have an- 
nounced that known ore reserves are 
fast running out and that urgent steps 
are necessary to establish new indus- 
tries in or near that town in order to 
give employment to the 600 miners now 
working at the mines. 

After suspending its sulfur mining 
operation at Tixan in March of this 
year, the Ecuadoran Mining Co., a sub- 
sidiary of a U.S. firm, resumed opera- 
tions on a limited scale in October.— 
Emb., Quito. 





Business Slows ... 
(Continued from Page 5) 


None of the three local packing plants 
was in operation during the quarter, but 
as the Paraguayan-Argentine Agree- 
ment of Economic Union calls for 
Paraguayan imports of $1,750,000 worth 
of Argentine cattle, the outlook was 
that at least one plant will open after 
the cattle is imported. 


Reaction to Pact Mixed 

The signing of the Paraguayan-Ar- 
gentine Agreement and of a _ supple- 
mentary payments protocol in late 
September was greeted with mixed 
reactions. Some quarters feared that 
the agreement opened the door for Ar- 
gentine economic penetration, whereas 
others pointed to the expected benefits 
to be derived by Paraguay. 

The agreement orovides for exports 
of Paraguayan lumber to a value of 
$11 million and exports of Argentine 
wheat worth $10 million. In addition, 
a $5-million reciprocal swing credit was 
established which enabled Paraguay 
immediately to import wheat, which 
threatened to be in short supply. 

An Executive decree issued during 
the quarter authorizes a foreign na- 
tional to invest $30 million in industries 
which for the most part do not now 
exist to any extent in ‘the country. 
Included in this sum is an amount to 
cover the costs of settling 100,000 im- 
migrants; The investor is granted per- 
mission to import goods to a value of 
about $10 million with his Own ex- 
change on condition that a large part 
of the receipts therefrom be invested 
in Paraguay.—Emb., Asuncion, 





Bolivia Acts ... 


(Continued from Page 5) 


tional Agrarian Reform Service, signed 
on August 27. 


The October 15 decree established that 
all lands distributed under the Agrarian 
Reform program must be paid for by 
the campesino (agrarian worker) within 
a period of 25 years, and that all prop- 
erty, crops, and implements of produc- 
tion delivered to the campesino will be 
included in the mortgage held by the 
Banco Agricola de Bolivia. All mort- 
gages will carry an annual interest rate 
of 2 percent. Land values will be estab- 
lished according to the decree of Janu- 
ary 16, 1953 (latest assessed value). 

Failure of the new owners to meet 
mortgage payments for four consecu- 
tive periods of 6 months each will re- 
sult in forfeiture of the land, which will 
then revert to the Government. In ad- 
dition to the 2-percent interest rate, the 
campesino receiving land will be re- 
quired to pay a service charge of half of 
1 percent for each 6-month period to the 
Banco Agricola for the bank’s adminis- 
trative expenses. 


Payment for expropriated property 
will be in the form of 2-percent 25-year 
Agrarian Reform Bonds issued by the 
Banco Agricola. These bonds will have 
limited use, but may be applied to the 
payment of previous debts on expro- 
priated properties and to the purchase 
of new lands which the Government 
may put up for sale-—Emb., La Paz, 





The television audience in Germany 
is estimated at about 45,000. 
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DOING BUSINESS ABROAD 





New French Laws Offer 
Incentive fo Industry 


New investment tax incentives, in the 
form of substantial reductions in the 
“production” tax as ‘it applies to capital 
goods, have been established temporar- 
ily in France. 


These tax incentives, which are in- 
tended to contribute to increased pro- 
ductivity and fuller employment, were 
established by a decree issued immedi- 
ately before the expiration, on Septem- 
ber 30, of the special powers accorded 
the Laniel Government, and published 
in the Journal Officiel of October 1, 
effective from that date for a period of 
6 months ending March 31, 1954. 

Principal provisions of the decree are 
as follows: 


@ Producers, or persons who have 
taken the position of producers, are 
allowed a deduction of 50 percent of 

‘ the total “production” tax (principal 
business turnover tax) applying to pur- 
chases and imports made by them for 
the needs of their enterprises and which 
are related to goods actually written 
into the enterprise’s accounts as capi- 
tal and are amortizable under provi- 
sions of the General Tax Code. 

@ If producers are not liable for 
the “production” tax at the usual rate 
of 15.35 percent, or at the lower rate 





Mexico Pays Claims 


Of U. S. Citizens 


The Mexican Ambassador to the 
United States, Manuel Tello, has pre- 
sented to John M. Cabot, Assistant 
Secretary of State for Inter-American 
Affairs, the Mexican Government’s 
check for US$2.5 million representing 
the twelfth annual installment due to 
the United States under the Claims 
Convention concluded November 19, 
1941, 

The Assistant Secretary of State re- 
quested the Ambassador to convey to 
his Government an expression of the 
U. S. Government’s appreciation. 

Under the terms of the convention, 
Mexico agreed to pay US$40 million ‘in 
settlement of certain property and 
other .claims of citizens of the United 
States against the Government of Mex- 
ico, as described in the convention. 

Not included in the convention were 
claims based upon expropriation of 
petroleum properties and certain minor 
claims enumerated in the convention. 
Payment on the oil claims was com- 
pleted in 1947. . 

Payments heretofore made amount t 
$33.5 million. The present payment of 
$2.5 million reduces the balance re- 
“maining to be paid to $4 million, to 
be liquidated during the next 2 years. 


of 6.35 percent, on their total turnover, 
the permitted deduction may be reduced 
in proportion to the value of the prod- 
ucts subject to these taxes or exported. 


@ The value of goods benefiting by 
deductions under the decree must be 
entered in the accounts of the enter- 
prise concerned at their purchase or 
cost price, less the deduction applied 
to them; amortization will be calcu- 
lated on the basis of cost prices so 
reduced. 


Tax Reform Could Nullify Law 


@ The decree provides, that, should a 
general reform of the turnover tax 
system, not including provisions in fa- 
vor of capital goods identical with those 
of the present decree, be put into effect, 
the deductions provided for in the pres- 
ent decree will be nullified as of a date 
3 months subsequent to the initiation 
of the tax reform. 

@ During the 6-month period ending 
March 31, 1954, to which the deductions 
are limited, construction firms in 
France which elect to take the position 
of “producers” will benefit, when calcu- 
lating the amount due from them in 
discharge of the “production” tax of 
15.35 percent, by a rebate of 30 per- 
cent, exclusive of deductions provided 
for retail sales, 

Regulations for implementation of 
these provisions will be issued in fu- 
ture decrees which will list the cate- 
gories of goods not entitled to benefit 
by the deductions, as well as any re- 
strictions which may be placed on these 
deductions, with special reference to 
cases of sale or discontinuance of en- 
terprises and to the option of taking 
the position of “producer” or abandon- 
ing this position when the capital goods 
of an enterprise are sold. 





Occupational Tax Raised in 
Haiti; Scaled to Income 


The tax applicable to the “identity 
card” required of all persons employed 
or engaged in commerce and industry 
in Haiti was increased by a law pub- 
lished in Le Moniteur of September 17, 
1953. 

The new annual rates applicable to 
both Haitians and foreigners are scaled 
as follows: Those with monthly salaries 
not in excess of 150 gourdes (1 gourde 
=US$0.20) will be taxed 3 gourdes; 
those with monthly salaries not in ex- 
cess of 500 gourdes, 10 gourdes; those 
with monthly salaries not in excess of 
1,000 gourdes, 15 gourdes; those with 
monthly salaries not in excess of 1,500 
gourdes, 35 gourdes; while those with 
monthly salaries in excess of 1,500 
gourdes will be taxed 50 gourdes($10). 

Merchants, industrialists, professional 
persons, and all those subject to the 
payment of the municipal occupational 
tax called “patente” or the urban prop- 
erty tax called .“impot locatif’” shall 
pay either according to the above scale 


India Amends Rules on 
Industry Licensing 


Several amendments to the Registra- 
tion and Licensing of Industrial Undere- 
takings Rules, 1952, became effective 
on October 1, 1953, according to @ 
Government of India notification. 


One of the amendments relates to the 
provisions in the rules requiring a paid- 
up capital of 60 percent or more when 
establishing industrial enterprises, This 
requirement, previously applicable to 
most industrial undertakings, now ap- 
plies only to undertakings which are 
public companies within the meaning of 
the Indian Companies Act 1913 (VII 
of 1913). 


The amendments also introduce 
changes on the time limits for sub- 
mitting applications for registration as 
well_as on the kind of data that must 
be presented to registration offices. 


The rules, as originally promulgated 
in 1952, are reproduced in full on page 
123 of the Department of Commerce 
publication “Investment in India.” A 
copy of the announcement setting forth 
the recent amendments is available on 
request to the Far Eastern Division, 
Bureau of Foreign Commerce, Depart- 
ment of Commerce, Washington 25, 
D.C., or the Department’s Field Offices. 

The publication “Investment in In- 
dia,” page 117, also reproduces the 
Industries, Development, and Regula- 
tion Act of 1951 and its Amendment 
Act of 1953. Although the “Amendment 
Act” was enacted by the Indian Parlia- 
ment on May 26, 1953, it was not to 
become Iaw until officially announced in 
the Government’s Gazette of India. The 
neeessary announcement was made on 
October 1, 1953, a report from India 
states, and the amendments became 
effective on that date. 





Credits by German Firms 
Require Bank's Approval 


The acceptance of foreign credits by 
German firms. still requires the prior 
approval of the Bank Deutscher 
Laender, the bank has announced. 

It further states that the Federal 
Republic’s present foreign-exchange po- 
sition is such that the assumption of 
new foreign obligations may be ap- 
proved only under special circum- 
stances, and suggests that potential 
German borrowers ascertain the bank’s 
position prior to exploratory discussions 
with foreign investors. 





or 20 percent of their patente or their 
impot locatif, whichever is higher, and 
in no,case less than 2 gourdes, 

All others, such as day laborers and 
domestics, not included in these groups, 
will pay 2 gourdes for their identity 
cards.—Emb., Port-au-Prince, 
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CONTROLS ON INTERNATIONAL TRADE 





Mexico Changes Duties U. K. Sets £13 Million Paper Quota 


On Additional Items 


Mexican import duties on sanitary 
napkins, fishing nets, and notebooks 
have been creased, and those on sole 
leather have been reduced, effective 
November 21. 


Tariff items affected, their specific 
duties, in pesos per legal kilogram, and 
percent ad valorem duties, with former 
rates shown in parentheses, are as 
follows: 


6.34.20, Sanitary napkins with a base of 
auze, cotton, or paper, weighing with the 
mmediate container up to 5 kilograms: 
Specific duty, 3.00 (1.50); percent ad valorem, 
60 (25). 

(Classification revised also through in- 


clusion of weight specification to ermit 
creation of new classification No. 6.34.33, 
which follows.) 


6.34.33, Sanitary napkins with a base of 

auze, cotton, or paper, weighing with the 
Ceeseliate container over 5 kilograms: 1.50; 
25 percent. 

5.70.31, Nets of all kinds for fishing: 5.00 
(0.50); 10 percent (same). 

7.31.12, Sole leather and sheets of vegetable 
fibers with leather scrapings, in special cuts 
for use in the manufacture of soles an 
heels: 1.50 (4.00); 25 percent (40). 

7.56.11, Paper notebooks, blank or ruled, 
without printing and without separable 
covers: 0.45 (same); 45 percent (same). 

(No change in duties. Classification re- 
vised through addition of specification ‘‘and 
without separable covers."’) 

7.56.12, Blank or ruled books with non- 
separable covers of all kinds: 2.00 (same); 
80 percent (same). 

(No change in duties. Classification for- 
merly stipulated types of covers, such as 
pasteboard, leather, percaline, etc.) 

7.56.14, Paper notebooks or blank or ruled 
books with separable covers of all kinds: 
4.00; 50 percent. 

(New classification. Items dutiable here- 
under formerly classified under No, 7.56.11 or 
No. 7.56.12, as appropriate.) 


Export duties have been reduced, ef- 
fective November 19, on the following 
item: 

26-20, Sansevieria fiber: Specific duty, 0.05 
peso per 100 gross kilograms plus 2 percent 


ad valorem (former\duty, 0.01 peso per gross 
kilogram plus 5 percent ad valorem). 


The 15-percent ad valorem export 


-Surtax on shark fins and marine algae, 


has been reduced, and the tax reduc- 
tion applicable to specified electrical 
machinery and apparatus has been in- 
creased, effective November 13. 


Classifications affected and percent 
reductions granted, with former rates 
shown in parentheses, are as follows: 


15-9, Shark fins, 80 (none). 
29-20, Marine algae or sargasso, 80 (none). 


85-86, Machinery, apparatus, instruments 
and parts therefor, not specified, electrical 
¢eommunications, 80 (50). 

85-87, Machinery, apparatus, instruments, 
nd parts therefor, not specified, for elec- 
rical illumination and photometry, 80 (50). 


—Diario Oficial, November 13, 1953. 





U. 8. imports of vegetable food prod- 
ucts and beverages increased from 
$206.7 million in August to $271.3 mil- 
lion in September, primarily as a result 
of advances in imports of raw or green 
coffee, according to the Bureau of the 
Census, U. S. Department of Commerce. 
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United Kingdom importers will be 
permitted to spend £13 million f.o.b. on 
imports of paper and board in the first 
6 months of 1954, the British Ministry 
of Materials has announced. This sum 
is £3 million more than the July- 
December 1953 allocation. 


The Ministry has also informed the 
trade that it will be allowed to use £2 
million of this allocation to buy any 
kind of paper or board except news- 
print. 

Import quotas for the various grades 
of paper and board are determined by 
the Ministry of Materials 6 months in 
advance. It is therefore no easy task 
for the Ministry to estimate what kinds 
of paper and board will be in greatest 
demand by the time the new quota 
period arrives, and some paper im- 
porters have complained that they have 
had items on their sterling allocation 
forms for which there has been little 
or no demand. The earmarking of £2 
million for the purchase of any kind of 
paper and board by United Kingdom 
importers should therefore »prove a 
welcome concession. 


Dollar Trade Not Affected 


This increase in currency allocation 
for the purchase of paper and board 
from abroad will not, however, apply to 
supplies coming from the dollar area. 

The general ruling has been that 
paper and board import quotas for all 
countries with the exception of dollar 
countries cover a 6-month period. 
Inasmuch as import quotas for dollar 
goods are set up for a l-year period 
present dollar quotas will remain in 
effect through June 1954. No informa- 
tion is now available from the Ministry 
of Materials as to possible changes in 





Ireland Sets Quotas for 
Cotton Goods, Lamps 


The Irish Government has es- 
tablished the quantities of woven 
cotton piece goods that may be 
imported under quota from all 
countries in the period December 
1, 1953, to May 31, 1954, as fol- 
lows: 

Tickings and unpatterned mate- 
rials used in the manufacture of 
shirts, pajamas, dungarees, and 
other protective clothing, 1,170,- 
000 square yards; cotton toweling, 
50,000 square yards; woven cotton 
piece goods not covered by the 
foregoing quotas, 1,910,000 square 
yards. 

A quota of 50,000 electric fila- 
ment lamps for import from all 
sources has also been set for the 
same period.—Emb., Dublin. 











currency allocations for purchases from 
the dollar area in the second half of 
1954. 

The increased activity in the U. K. 
paper industry begun in the second 
quarter of 1953 is continuing and most 
British paper mills are reported to 
have full order books, 

Production of paper and board in the 
second quarter of 1953 was 5 percent 
higher than in the first quarter and 
17 percent higher than in the fourth 
quarter of 1952. Board production in- 
creased by 8 percent and 14 percent, 
in comparison. Third-quarter paper and 
board production figures are expected 
to show an even greater improvement. 
—Emb., London. 


Jordan Adopts Policy 
To Boycott Israel 


Jordan will not permit ships running 
on a single-trip basis on regular sched- 
ules which call at Israel ports to call 
at its port of Aqaba, the Government 
has announced. 

This boycott does not affect cruise 
ships provided Jordan authorities are 
informed beforehand of the name of the 
ship, ports of call, and arrival dates. 

Also prohibited is the importation of 
products of companies which have 
branch factories, general agents, main 
offices for the Middle East, or assem- 
bly plants in Israel, or of companies 
which have given Israel firms permis- 
sion to use their trade names. 

Furthermore any company, organiza- 
tion, or public institution which is a 
shareholder in an Israel firm is pro- 
hibited from operating in Jordan— 
Emb., Amman. 








Paraguay Signs Payments 
Agreement With Hungary 


Paraguay has signed a payments 
agreement with Hungary effective No- 
vember 1. The agreement is for a period 
of 1 year and is tacitly renewable for 
like periods. 

A. reciprocal noninterest swing credit 
of $400,000, which may be increased by 
mutual consent, is provided for. Ac- 
counting under the agreement will be 
carried out on a dollar basis. No details 
regarding commodities to be exchanged 
have been announced. 

This agreement is the first signed by 
Paraguay with an Iron Curtain country. 
—Emb., Asuncion. 





' U. 8. imports of metals and manufac- 
tures showed a decrease of $15.4 million 
in September as compared with August, 
primarily as a result of lower imports 
of refined copper, lead, and tin, the Bu- 
reau of the Census, U. S. Department | 
of Commerce, has announced, 








CONTROLS ON INTERNATIONAL TRADE 


Mexico ic Control Use, 
Sale of Gamma Globulin 


Regulations governing the manufac- 
ture, import, and sale of gamma globu- 
lin in Mexico have been established by 
the Mexican National Committee for 
the Fight Against Poliomyelitis under 
a measure published on October 29. 


These regulations, which are in ad- 
dition to the general Ministry of Health 
regulations applicable to pharmaceuti- 
cal products, stipulate that the import 
and export of-gamma globulin of human 
origin may be effected only with prior 
approval of and under the control of 
the National Committee. 


Gamma globulin for the prevention 
of polio must be certified as to its pro- 
tective power. Such certification must 
be requested of the National Commit- 
tee by importers or domestic manufac- 
turers, and the request must contain 
the following data: 

@ Name of the product. 

@ Number of registration with the 
Ministry of Health. 

@ Name and address of the producer. 

@ Name and.address of the importer. 

@ Origin of the product. 

@ Number of doses in the lot to be 
certified. 

@ Date on which manufacture was 
completed. 

@ Details on the method of prepara- 
tion. 

@ Concentration and volume of dose 
if in liquid form, or weight of dose if 
in dry form. ; 

@ Potency declared by the manufac- 
turer. 

The request must be accompanied by 
a copy of the use instructions and au- 
thorized advertising. 

Each lot to be tested and certified 
for potency must contain a minimum of 
500 doses, and to defray costs of test- 
ing and certification applicants must 
furnish 100 white rats and pay a fee 
of 200 pesos. 


Labels Required 


Gamma globulin for the prevention 
of polio must be labeled on both the 
immediate container and the outer 
package, “Aceptada para la Profilaxis 
de la Poliomielitis, S.S.A.” (accepted for 
the prophylaxis of poliomyelitis, S.S.A.). 
Gamma globulin destined for other uses 
must be labeled “No titulada contra la 
Poliomielitis, S.S.A.” (not certified 
against polio, S.S.A.). 

A ceiling price of 0.23 peso a milli- 
gram for gamma globulin is fixed, and 
manufacturers must include with each 
flask of the product a questionnaire to 
be filled out by the administering physi- 
cian containing the following informa- 
tion in Spanish: Name; age, and ad- 
dress; date of injection; dose applied; 
and whether there had been contact 
with a case of polio—Diario Oficial, 
October 29, 1953. 
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Uruguay To Become 
Member of GATT 


Uruguay on November 16, 1953, 
signed the protocols to the Gen- 
eral Agreement on Tariffs and 
Trade \which it negotiated at 
Annecy, France, in 1949 and at 
Torquay, England, in 1950-51. Ac- 
cordingly, Uruguay will become a 
member of GATT on December 
16, 1953. 

The United States-Uruguayan 
reciprocal trade agreement of 
1942 will be terminated when the 
United States and Uruguayan 
concessions under GATT come 
into force, after which trade be- 
tween the two countries will be 
carried out under the provisions 
of GATT. 

The Uruguayan Government 
has already appointed a commis- 
sion to study possible revisions 
of official customs valuations 
on which Uruguayan duties are 
based. Such changes would be in 
accordance with the GATT pro- 
vision which permits adjustments 
in official valuations to keep pace 
with real values.—Emb., Monte- 
video. 











Western Samoa To Abolish 
lts Preferential Tariffs 


Western Samoa will abolish its exist- 
ing preferential tariff and substitute a 
higher general tariff, the Trusteeship 
Council of the United Nations has been 
informed. 


The New Zealand Government on 
October 20 announced that after con- 
sultations with the Government of 
Western Samoa and other Common- 
wealth Governments it would defer to 
the wishes of the Samoan people as ex- 
pressed through their Legislative As- 
sembly and not object to the dropping 
of Empire preference by the trust 
territory. 

Under the present Western Samoan 
tariff most goods of Commonwealth 
origin are subject to an import duty 
and surcharge aggregating 20 percent 
ad valorem, whereas similar imports 
from other countries are dutiable at 
31 percent ad valorem. ‘Thus British 
Commonwealth merchandise is accorded 
a preferential duty of 11 percent ad 
valorem. For some important items, 
such as sugar, kerosene, tobacto, and 
timber, which are dutiable at specific 
rates, the preferences are small. Equiva- 
lent ad.valorem preferences are 1 per- 
cent for sugar, 2% percent for kero- 
sene, and.5 percent for tobacco. 





Total production of television re- 
ceivers in the United Kingdom was 
103,000 during September. The total for 
the year may reach 1 million. 


Jamaica Eases Ban on 


U. S. Pork Products 


Jamaica now allows import of pork 
products from®the United States pro- 
vided certificates confirming the origin 
and treatment of the hogs from which 
the products were derived are made 
available, the Jamaican Diréctor of Ag- 
riculturea announced on October 22. 

The required documents are the fol- 
lowing: 

@ A certificate from the Federal or 
State Veterinarian in the area in which 
the hogs from which the products were 
derived originated, stating that— 

The hogs came from and were slaugh- 
tered in a State free from vesicular 
exanthema for a period of 2 months 
immediately prior to slaughter and 
which has remained free of the disease 
to date. 

The hogs were not fed raw garbage 
for 30 days immediately prior to 
slaughter. 

The hogs were inspected immediately 
before shipment to the processing 
plant, were found to be free from any 
signs of vesicular exanthema, and were 
transported directly to the processing 
plant in clean vehicles. 

©@ A certificate from the Federal or 
State Veterinarian in charge of the 
slaughter or processing plant to the 
effect that— 

The products were derived from hogs 
slaughtered after July 1, 1953. 

The products were derived from hogs 
that were not mixed with any hogs or 
placed in yards or runs in which hogs 
other than the hogs described above 
had been placed. 

- U. S. pork products were banned on 
October 9, 1953, because of an outbreak 
of vesicular exanthema among U. S. 
hogs (Foreign Commerce Weekly, Nov. 
2, 1953, p. 9).—Cons. Gen., Kingston, 





Australia and Indonesia 
Sign Trade Agreement 


The Australian and Indonesian Gov- 
ernments have negotiated and signed a 
trade agreement designed to develop 
trade between the two countries, the 
Australian Minister of Trade and Cus- 
toms announced on October 29. 

The arrangement, subject to ratifica- 
tion by both Governments, will be effec- 
tive for 1 year beginning November 
1, 1953. 

Australian imports from Indonesia 
are to include mainly petroleum prod- 
ucts, and small quantities of tea, rubber; 
kapok and other fibers, tobacco, mo- 
lasses, and timber. 

Australian exports to Indonesia will 
include chiefly flour and a developing 
trade in milk products, metals and 
metal manufactures, paint pigments, 
patent and proprietary medicines, and a 
range of industrial goods. 

Details of specific concessions, if any, 
are not yet available, 
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Thailand Bans Import 
Of Most Goods 


The Government of Thailand 
has imposed import controls on 
nearly all goods, by a Royal 
Decree effective November 16, 
and on the same day the Ministry 
of Economy was temporarily to 
stop considering and granting ap- 
plications for import of goods 
covered by the decree. 

Applications filed by merchants 
who had already opened letters of 
credit and received certificates 
from the National Bank of Thai- 
land were still to be considered. 

The complete list of commodi- 
ties affected is not yet available 
but it apparently includes nearly 
all Thai imports, 














Swiss To Regulate Import 
Of Seed Oats and Barley 


Swiss importers of seed oats and 
barley must now buy domestic grains 
at the ratio of 100 kilograms of domes- 
tic oats or barley to 300 kilograms of 
imported grains, by a Federal decree of 
October 27 effective October 29. 

The domestic seed grains must be 
purchased by the importers VDefore 
March 1, 1954. However, instead of 
accepting domestic seed grains the im- 
porter may pay to the Swiss Coopera- 
tive for Grains and Feeds a fee of 1.75 
Swiss francs per 100 kilograms of im- 
ports (1 Swiss franc=US$0.23). These 
fees will be used for lowering the price 
domestic seed grains. 





q Lifts Ban Imposed 
n Trade With Cyprus 


The Iraq Government has lifted the 
ban imposed on trade with Cyprus 2 
years ago. 

Iraq importers will be required to 
furnish a statement signed by a Cypriot 
official and countersigned by an Arab 
consul affirming that the shipment is 
not of Israel origin, an Iraq spokesman 
stated. 

Conversely, Cyprus must certify that 
Iraq imports will not be transshipped to 
Israel.—Emb., Baghdad. 


ANGOLA 
Reduces Sisal Export Tax 


Angolan fixed export duties on sisal 
fiber and waste have been replaced by 
an export duty assessed on a sliding 
seale depending upon prevailing com- 
modity prices, by a decree of the Minis- 
ter of Overseas Provinces in Lisbon ef- 
fective October 30. 

The action is designed to give An- 
golan producers some measure of tax 


December 7, 1953 








relief during periods of falling prices. 

The export tax on sisal waste was 
formerly 3 percent ad valorem and on 
fiber 12 percent. Now there will be no 
export tax on sisal fiber and waste when 
the f.o.b. price thereof falls below 5 
angolares a kilogram (1 angolar=about 
US$0.035). When the f.o.b. price rises 
above 5 angolares a kilogram, export 
duty and surtaxes will be levied on a 
sliding scale as follows: 


F.o.b. price Total tax 
(In angolares Tax Surtax and surtaxz 
per kilogram) hse (Percent) (Percent) 
Less than 5.00.... 0 0 0 
5.00-5. sini a 1 

2 

8 

3 4 

1-7.00 Ret] 4 5 
More than 7.00... 1 ° 5 6 


As additional ‘eumnpiaietiols for falling 
world market prices of sisal afforded by 
the foregoing decree the special tax of 
5 centavos a kilogram on sisal fiber and 
waste exports, in effect since November 
30, 1936, henceforth will be collected 
only when the f.o.b. price rises above 6 
angolares a kilogram (100 centavos=1 
angolar).—Emb., Lisbon, 


BOLIVIA 


Signs Agreement With Austria 


Austria and Bolivia, following nego- 
tiations held in La Paz, signed on Octo- 
ber 1, 1953, a tariff agreement provid- 
ing for adjustments in the rates of cus- 
toms duties of the two countries.—Emb., 
Vienna, 


COLOMBIA 


Frees Import of Shirting 


Lightweight shirtings, Colombian tar- 
iff item No, Ex531-b, have been removed 
from Colombia’s list of prohibited im- 
ports, by decree No. 2625 of October 8, 
1953. 

The item covers the following mate- 
rial: 








Cotton cloths for the manufacture of shirts, 
with gauze weave made in any color but not 
rinted, in which the gauze cloth is at least 


Bo percent of the total cloth and the weight 


of the total cloth is between 80 and 110 grams 
per square meter. 
—Emb., Bogota. 


ETHIOPIA 
Raises Coffee Export Duty 


The Ethiopian export duty on coffee 
has been increased from Eth$260 to 
Eth$350 a metric ton, effective Decem- 
ber 1 (1 Ethiopian dollar—US$0.4025). 

This action is reported to have been 
motivated by the Government’s desire 
to take advantage of current favorable 
demand conditions for Ethiopian coffee, 
which in turn are attributed largely to 
adverse crop prospects in South Ameri- 
can countries.—Emb., Addis Ababa. 

A former change in Ethiopian coffee 
export duties was announced in Foreign 
Commerce Weekly, September 7, 1953, 
page 10. 





CONTROLS ON INTERNATIONAL TRADE 


PANAMA 
Amends Footwear, Egg Duties 


The new Panamanian import duties 
have been amended for three items, ef- 
fective December 29. 

The amended rates, in balboas, are as 
follows (1 balboa=US$1): 


No. 94, Eee s of barnyard fowl in any form, 
ves dozen 


915, Footwear, unspecified: 


(a) Plastic, except house sili r 
dozen, 12.00. 4 PO. er 


13°68. Unspecified, of unspecified materials, 


3 Oficial, Panama, Oct. 29, 1953. 

The former change in duties on these 
items was announced in Foreign Com- 
merce Weekly, November 16, 1953, 
page 11. 








Uruguay Anticipates . . . 
(Continued from Page 7) 


An alternative plan had involved in- 
creased taxes on highway carriers but 
a mass demonstration by protesting 
truckers resulted in the dropping of 
that measure. 


Budgetary Deficit Foreseen 

Government revenues have failed to 
keep pace with expenditures and indi- 
cations are that the shortage of funds 
to meet budgetary requirements is be- 
coming increasingly critical. Although 
official figures indicate that general , 
revenue for the first 7 months of the 
current year amounted to 212.2 million 
pesos as compared with only 182.5 mil- 
lion during the corresponding period of 
the preceding year, income will fall far 
short of the budgetary requirements of 
463 million pesos for the calendar year, 
even including earnings of the extra- 
budgetary Exchange Differential Fund 
account of 30.7 million pesos for the 
first 7 months. 

The Minister of Finance, speaking on 
behalf of a bill providing for the issue 
of bonds to a value of 173 million pesos 
to cover accumulated deficits through 
December 1952, stated that Wruguay 
could expect an additional budgetary 
deficit of 63 million peso$ for 1953.— 
Emb., Montevideo. 
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Bids Asked on Lighting 
For Baghdad Airport 


Electrical engineering contractors are 
invited by the Development Board, Gov- 
ernment of Iraq, to submit bids, until 
January 9, 1954, for the supply and in- 
stallation of airport lighting and aux- 
iliary equipment at Baghdad West 
Airport. 


The contract calls for supplying and 
installing runway and approach lighting 
for a proposed new 2,600-meter-long 
runway, taxiway lighting, and auxiliary 
navigational aids, excluding navigation- 
al aids for norivisual approaches, and a 
diesel generating set for standby pur- 
poses. Upon completion of the work, 
the contractor will be required to main- 
tain the entire installation in full operat- 
ing condition for 36 months. 


The work is to proceed simultaneously 
with the construction of the proposed 
runway and taxiways, tenders for which 
will be invited by the Development 
Board in the near future. All of the 
civil engineering work required in con- 
nection with this electrical contract will 
be carried out as part of the main civil 
engineering project. 

Tender documents may be inspected at 
the office of the Director-General of 
Contracts, Ministry of Development, 
Southgate, Baghdad; or they may be 


Afghanistan Seeks U. S. 
Market for Pistachios 


The Afghan Government Cooperatives 
Depot, Kabul, Afghanistan, reportedly 
is interested in exporting shelled pis- 
tachios to the United States on a cif. 
Karachi basis. Five metric tons are said 
to be available in Kabul now, and the 
Depot desires to obtain price quotations 
from American buyers and to conclude 
orders at the.earliest possible date, in 
the hope that firm commercial arrange- 
ments can be made in preparation for 
next year’s shippng season. The Depot 
prefers to ship shelled rather than un- 
shelled pistachios because of the low cost 
of shelling in Afghanistan and high 
transportation costs to Karachi. 

Although current information on sup- 
plies of pistachio nuts in Afghanistan 
is not available, the surplus of un- 
shelled pistachios in that country is 
estimated at 1,500 to 2,000 short tons. 
According to reports, the United States 
imported 152 tons of unshelled and 151 
tons of shelled pistachios from Afghan- 

_istan during 1952, 

Currently, the retail market price 
in Kabul for 15 ounces of shelled pis- 
tachio nuts is said to be 28 afghanis, 
compared with 12 afghanis about a year 
ago. (During both periods, the open mar- 
ket value of the afghani was about 34 
to US$1.) . 
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purchased, in duplicate, from the Di- 
rector-General of Contracts subject to 
a charge of 25 Iraqi dinars (1 Iraqi din- 
ar= 1,000 fils=US$2.80), which sum will 
not be refunded. 

Bids must be accompanied by a de- 
posit of 2,000 Iraqi dinars, which may 
be paid in cash to the Director-General 
of Accounts, Ministry of Development, 
Southgate, Baghdad, or by letter of 
guaranty from any approved bank in 
Iraq; and must be for the entire works 
as specified. 

Bids will be considered only from 
firms or individuals having previous ex- 
perience in works of similar nature and 
size, and the Development Board does 
not guarantee to accept the lowest or 
any tender. 


Durban To Have Tanks for 
Liquid Storage in 1954 


The first public bulk liquid storage 
facilities in the Union of South Africa, 
now under construction in Durban, are 
expected to be completed and ready for 
operation early in 1954, 

The facilities will be operated by the 
Island View Storage (Pty.), Ltd. Al- 
bany House, Esplanade, Durban, a firm 
newly organized for this purpose (World 
Trade Directory Report being prepared). 
Storage tanks, located in the Island View 
area of Durban Harbor, will be rented 
to any commercial or industrial under- 
taking importing or exporting bulk 
liquids through that port. 

The company claims that it will be 
able to handle any type of liquid in 
bulk, dispatching and receiving by road, 
rail, and sea. Road and rail links are 
close by and a mile-long pipeline con- 
nects the installation with the wharf- 
side. Present plans provide for the con- 
struction of 8 storage tanks with a to- 
tal capacity of 8,400 tons (2 tanks of 
2,000 tons, 2 of 1,000 tons, and 4 of 
600 tons). This capacity is expected to 
meet immediate needs, but space is 
available for further expansion, if 
necessary. 

The facilities are expected to be of 
particular interest to handlers of tallow, 
linseed oil, palm kernel and cocoanut 
oil, tung oil, glycerin, alcohol, peanut 
oil, and tar acids. 





Saudi Arabia Seeks 
Chemical Factory 


Bids will be accepted by the Saudi 
Arabian Government, until February 1, 
1954, covering the establishment of a 
factory for the manufacture of ammo- 
nium sulfate and dry ice, 

Requirements are for a factory hav- 
ing a production capacity of 400,000 
metric tons annually of ammonium sul- 
fate, operating 8,400 hours annually; 
and 500 metric tons annually of dry 
ice, operating 2,000 hours annually. Pro- 
vision should be made for possible ex- 
pansion of production by 200 percent, 
as well as for the possibility that cement 
may be produced in quantity as a by- 
product. Raw materiais will be natural 
gas from the Qatif and Dhahran oil 
fields, and gypsum and anhydrite from 
deposits near Al Kharj. 

Bids should cover delivery and erec- 
tion of the entire factory, complete with 
all plants, services, housing, site prep- 
aration, foundations, buildings, etc., 
and guarantee turning over the project 
to the Saudi Arabian Government as a 
“turn-key” job fully operating. Bid- 
ders must be willing to accept the re- 
sponsibility for coordinating all plants, 
services, etc., for supply in proper se- 
quence, and for the quality of sub- 
contractors’ workmanship. 

Quotations should be addressed to 
H. E. Deputy Assistant Minister of 
Finance for Projects Development, 
Ministry of Finance, Jidda, Saudi 
Arabia. : 

A copy of the call for bids, includi 
description of requirements, is availa 


for review purposes on loan from the= ~, 


Commercial Intelligence Division, Bu- 
reau of Foreign Commerce, U. S. De- 
partment of Commerce, Washington 
nm oa G 

Inquiries for further information may 
be directed to the Saudi Arabian Em- 
bassy, 2800 Woodland Drive NW., Wash- 
ington, D. C., or the Office of Construc- 
tion Projects, Mining and Concession 
Affairs, Ministry of Finance, Jidda, 
Saudi Arabia, Attention: Abdul Aziz 
al Suleiman, 





Industrial Premises Offered By Belgian Manufacturer 


J. C. De Coninck & Fils, a Belgian 
manufacturer of paints and varnishes, 
has taken over a concern handling its 
line of products, and the latter’s indus- 
trial premises are offered to a U. S. 
company interested in establishing a 
business in Beigium. 

The large industrial property, cover- 
ing 13,609 square meters (1 square 
meter=1.196 square yards), of which 
3,000 square meters are buildings, can 
be occupied immediately and is reported 


to be in perfect condition. It is situated 
at Hoboken, adjacent to railroad con- 
nections, the Scheldt River quays, and 
petroleum installations. There are two 
floors of offices, large workshops on the 
ground and upper floors, an_automatic 
oil heating system, an electric power 
house, lunchrooms and locker rooms 
for employees, and a caretaker’s house. 
Correspondence is invited by J. C. De 
Coninck & Fils, 1 avenue de ]’Avenir, 
Merxem-Antwerp, Belgium. 
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IMPORT 
OPPORTUNITIES 











Supplementary information, in 
the form of literature, catalogs, 
photographs. price lists, or sam- 
ples, available in specific in- 
stances as indicated by symbol 
(*), from the Commercial Intel- 
ligence Division, Bureau of For- 
eign Commerce, U. S. Department 
¥ Commmerce, Washington 25, 


Asbestos: 


Egypt—Cherif Engineering and Trad- 
ing Office (potential exporter of asbes- 
tos), 16 rue El Amir Fuad, Zamelek, 
Cairo, is interested in locating a U. S. 
market for asbestos. The firm reported- 
ly has been granted a prospecting li- 
cense by the Egyptian Government, and 
the deposit on which it holds a conces- 
sion is quite extensive; however, it has 
not yet undertaken any mining opera- 
tions. Sample of asbestos and chemical 
analysis available.* 


Clocks: 


Germany—Erwin Kammerer, Uhrge- 
haeuse und Metallwarenfabrik (Watch 
Case & Metal Goods Factory) (manu- 
facturer), Birkenfeld bei Pforzheim, of- 
fers to export direct or through agent 
wall clocks with zodiac signs, 8-day 
Anker movement, 4 jewels, antique col- 
ors with gilt figures and signs, 2,000 
clocks available per month. Further in- 
formation, including photograph and 
price, available.* ¥ 

Germany—Kurt Schoenherr (manu- 
facturer), St. Georgen, Baden, offers to 
export direct or through agent all types 
of Black Forest clocks (cuckoo and 
musical), approximately 2,000 clocks 
available each month, Illustrated leaf- 
let available.* 


Clothing and Accessories: 


Italy—ASTRA (export and commis- 
sion merchant), 10 via Verdi, Prato 
(Florence), offers to export direct 
woolen hosiery, and ladies’ handmade 
embroidered wearing apparel, in silk 
and cotton, 


Decorators’ Items: 

Japan—Nankai Sangyo Kabushiki 
Kaisha (export merchant), No. 14, 
Shimbashi 5-chome, Shiba, Minato-ku, 
Tokyo, offers to export direct grass or 
silk cloth for use as wallpaper, in rolls 
36 inches x 8 yards. 


Earthenware: 

Italy—ASTRA (export and commis- 
sion merchant), 10 via Verdi, Prato 
(Florence), offers to export direct all 


kinds of ceramic and earthenware 
articles, 


Foodstuffs: 

Japan—Mankai Sangyo Kabushiki 
Kaisha (export merchant), No, 14, 
Shimbashi 5-chome, Shiba, Minato-ku, 
Tokyo, offers to export direct chillies 
(Hontaka No. 1, Yatsufusa No. 1, and 


Santaka No. 1), and dried mushrooms 
(Koshin and Tonko), 


December 7, 1953 


Loofahs: 


Japan—Nankai Sangyo Kabushiki 
Kaisha (export merchant), No. 14, 
Shimbashi 5-chome, Shiba, Minato-ku, 
Tokyo, offers to export direct loofahs, 
in sizes ranging from 8” to 20”, 


Machinery Parts: 


Germany—Hugo Kern K. G. (manu- 
faeturer), 97 Oberndorferstrasse, 
Schramberg, offers to export direct or 
through agent all kinds and widths of 
sinkers, and needle transfer devices for 
knitting machines, Illustrated leaflet 
available.* 


Machine Tools: 


France—Berge & Cie., 3 Quai du 


Pare, Mezieres (Ardennes), offers to 
sell two used hydraulic presses, re- 
ported to be in excellent condition and 
to have been in use for only a few 
weeks. One is a‘ vertical press capable 
of 2,200 tons pressure and weighing 
approximately 300 tons, the other is a 
“three-stage” horizontal press capable 
of 1,000 tons pressure and weighing 
approximately 325 tons. A number of 
accessories is available with each press, 
The presses are reported to have been 
manufactured by “Hydraulic”, in Duis- 
burg, Germany. Detailed specifications 
and photographs available.* 

Measuring Gages: 

Germany—Gebr. Kessler (wholesaler, 
exporter), Postfach 78, Crailsheim, 
Wuerttemberg, offers to export direct 
er through, agent measuring— gages, 
such as pocket calipers, micrometers, 
screw pitch gages, radius gages, thick- 
ness gages, steel rules, and telescope 


gages. Illustrated leaflet and price in- 
formation available.* 


Metal Products: 


Germany—Hugo Kern K. G. (manu- 
facturer), 97 Oberndorferstrasse, 
Schramberg, offers to export direct or 





Egypt Invites Bids on 
New, Used Rails 


The Survey Department, Egyp- 
tian Ministry of Finance, Cairo, 
is inviting bids until December 
19, 1953, for the supply and de- 
livery of 1,200 metric tons of new 
or secondhand rails. 

Bids must be submitted through 
an agent established in Egypt to 
the Surveyor General, Egyptian 
Survey Department, Giza (Or- 
man), Cairo, Egypt, and must be 
accompanied by a provisional de- 
posit of 2 percent of the value of 
the contract. 

A copy of the bidding conditions 
and specifications is available for 
review purposes on loan from the 
Commercial Intelligence Division, 
Bureau of Foreign Commerce, U.S. 
Department of Commerce, Wash- 
ington 25, D. C, 
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through agent tension springs for clocks 
and measuring apparatus movements, 
phonographs, and telephones. Specifica- 
tions and quantities: 08 to 60 mm. 
wide, and 0.05 to 1 mm. thick; ap- 
proximately 600,000 pieces available 
per month. Catalog and price informa- 
tion (in German) available.* 
Molds and Dies: 


Germany—Schenk Werkzeug- und 
Maschinenbau G.m.b.H. (Tool and Ma- 
chine Factory) (manufacturer), 2 Tau- 
bentalstrasse, Schwaebisch Gmuend, 
Wuerttemberg, offers to export direct 
or through agent diecasting molds for 
all nonferrous metals, and molds and 
dies for plastics, made according to 
customeér’s specifications. 


Photographic Equipment: 

Japan—Katoh and Co., Ltd. (export 
merchant), Rms, 324-6, Mitsui Bldg., 
Nihonbashi-Muromachi, Chuo-ku, Tok- 
yo, offers to export direct or through 
agent “Silverfiex”, and “Welmy” Six 
Model E cameras. Catalogs and price 
lists available.* 


Straw Goods: 


Italy—ASTRA (export and commis- 
sion merchant), 10 via Verdi, Prato 
(Florence), offers to export direct 
straw handbags, baskets, and other 
straw articles. 


Surgical Instruments: 

Germany—Hipp & Schreiber (manu- 
facturer), Fridingen-Tuttlingen, Wuert- 
temberg, offers to export direct all 
kinds of stainless steel, nickel, and 
chromium-plated surgical instruments, 
$1,500 to $2,000 worth of instruments 
available per month, 

Timepiece Cases: 

Germany—Erwin Kammerer, Uhrge- 
haeuse und Metallwarenfabrik (Watch 
Case & Metal Goods Factory) (manu- 
facturer), Birkenfeld bei Pforzheim, of- 
fers to export direct or through agent 
all kinds of rolled gold-plated and 
chromium-plated watch cases for ladies’ — 
and men’s wrist watches, said to be 
guaranteed waterproof, corrosion-proof, 
and suitable for tropical climates, 
Quantity: 2,000 watch cases per month, 

Tools: j 

Germany — Schenk Werkzeug- und 
Maschinenbau G. m. b. H. (Tool & 
Machine Factory) (manufacturer), 2 
Taubentalstrasse, Schwaebisch Gmuend, 
Wuerttemberg, offers to export direct 
or through agent jigs and fixtures for 
drilling, milling, and threading, made 
according to customer’s specifications. 


Toys: 

Japan—Katoh and Co., Ltd. (export 
merchant), Rms. 324-6, Mitsui Bidg., 
Nihonbashi-Muromachi, Chuo-ku, Tok- 
yo, offers to export direct or through 
agent model boats, including cruisers, 
aircraft ‘carriers, and battleships, 
equipped with magnet motors and 
lights which operate on a dry battery. 
Illustrated brochure, specifications, and 
price information available.* 
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OPPORTUNITIES 





Drugs and Pharmaceuticals: 

F rance—Laboratoires Industriels 
Pharmaceutiques (LIBS) (producer, 
wholesaler, exporter, potential sales 
agent), Mareuil-sur-Lay, Vendee, wishes 
direct purchase quotations and agency 
(preferahly general agency for France 
and territories) for all kinds of anti- 
biotics for humans. 


Machinery: 

France—Henri Peyre (wholesaler, re- 
tailer, sales agent), 8 rue Duffour- 
Dubergier, Bordeaux, Gironde, wishes 
direct purchase quotations and agency 
(with financial responsibility) for new 
industrial sewing machines for making 
work clothes, clothing, shirts, etc.; and 
new stitching and sewing machines for 
shoes, leather products, etc. Firm states 
it is interested only in the best types 
of new industrial machines, and not in 
rebuilt household sewing machines. 


Steel Wool: 

Japan — Nankai Sangyo Kabushiki 
Kaisha (importing distributor), No. 14, 
Shimbashi 5-chome, Shiba, Minato-ku, 
Tokyo, wishes to purchase direct ap- 
proximately 1,000 lbs. each month of 
steel wool, Nos. 0, 1, and 0O mesh, 
packed in 1-lb. cartons, 


Toys: 

Italy—“MERCURY” di Clemente & 
Cravero (manufacturer and exporter of 
toys, importer of toys and spare parts), 
19/21 via Sestriere, Turin, wishes to 
purchase direct, and to obtain exclusive 
selling rights in Italy for, mechanical 
toys. 





AGENCY 
OPPORTUNITIES 











Chemicals: 

Syria—Bandar & Aractingi (commis- 
sion merchant), P. O. B. 1144, Damas- 
cus, wishes to obtain agency for soda 
ash for the glass industry, 2,000 metric 
tons annually; and bleached fatty acids 
for the soap industry, 700 metric tons 
annually, 


Electronic Equipment: 

Sweden—Amerikanska Instrumentim- 
porten (importer, wholesaler, agent), 
Banergatan 73, Stockholm, wishes to 
obtain agency for electronic devices. 
Firm reportedly has display space 
which it proposes to use for exhibition 
of. electronic equipment and compo- 
nents. It is interested in representing 
American firms willing to ship goods 
on consignment and display. 

Glucose: 

Syria—Badine & Khayat Co. (com- 
mission merchant), P. O. B. 394, Da- 
mascus, wishes to obtain agency for 
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Grass Seed Offered 
For U. S. Market 


The Korean Ministry of Agricul- 
ture and Forestry reportedly has 
available for export 400 suk 
(about 60 metric-tons) of surplus 
grass seed (Zoysia japonica steu- 
del), suitable for lawn grass, as 
well as for sustaining surface soil 
in pasture lands. The seed is said 
to germinate easily. 

Inquiries should be addressed 
to the Chief, -Reforestation Sec- 
tion, Ministry of Agriculture and 
Forestry, Seoul, Korea. 











glucose 45°, 1,000 metrie tons annually. 

Syria—Bandar & Aractingi (commis- 
sion merchant), P. O. B. 1144, Damas- 
cus, wishes to obtain agency for glucose 
45°, 600 metric tons annually, 


Jewelers’ Items: 


Switzerland—Jean Perret & Cie., S.A. 
(manufacturer of jeweled watches; 
wholesaler, exporter, and retailer of 
watches and precious stones; importer 
of watchmaking accessories), 7 Place 
Longemalle, Geneva, wishes to obtain 
agency for novelties, hands, and other 
products related to the watchmaking 
industry. Firm is interested in adding 
related lines for representation in 
Switzerland, France, Italy, Germany, 
Belgium, Holland, and Sweden. 


Metals: 
Syria—Bandar & Aractingi (commis- 


sion merchant), P. O. B. 1144, Damas- 
cus, wishes to obtain agency for 100 
metric tons annually of prime tinplate, 
dimensions 20”x28”, 

Pharmaceutical Specialties: 

Italy—Luigi Valli (sales agent), 8 
via Virgilio, Villa “Il Poggio,” Bordig- 
hera, Imperia, wishes to obtain agency 
for pharmaceutical specialties, 

Surgical Instruments: 

Ttaly—Luigi Valli (sales agent), 8 
via Virgilio, Villa “Il Poggio,” Bordig- 
hera, Imperia, wishes to obtain agency 
for surgical instruments and tools. 





FOREIGN 
VISITOR 











Germany—Carl Theodor Nagel, rep- 
resenting Theodor Nagel K. G. (im- 
porter of lumber, manufacturer of 
prefabricated stock), 58 Steindamm, 
Hamburg, is interested in sawmills, and 
contacting shippers of American hard- 
woods, and requests technical informa- 
tion on logging and lumbering. Was 
scheduled to arrive November 23, via 
New York, for a month’s visit, U. S. 
address: c/o United States Lines, 1 
Broadway, New York 4, N. Y. Itin- 
erary: New York, Baltimore, Wash- 
ington, Cincinnati, Louisville, Augusta, 
New Orleans, Pensacola, Tallahassee, 
and Jacksonville. » ; 

Current World Trade Directory Re- 
port being prepared, 





Cuban ” wa 


(Continued from Page 6) 


from $413 million on September 30 to 
$407 million on October 31. 


National Bank deposit items mounted 
from $654 million to $657 million during 
October, and movement of Government 
and custodial funds from the Treasury 
to National Bank accounts more than 
offset a drop of $7.3 million in com- 
mercial bank deposits. 


.The October 31 ratio of international 
assets to currency in circulation and 
deposit items was 81 percent, compared 
with 82 percent a year ago. The legal 
requirement is 25 percent. 


The general economic contraction 
continued to be reflected by deposits 
in commercial banks, which moved 
downward from $731 million on Sep- 
tember 14 to $722 million on October 
12, a level about $38 million below 
that of a year ago. Provisional data 
indicate that the commercial bank loan 
portfolio remained virtually constant 
from September 14 to October 12 at 
about $368 million, but rediscounts and 
other commercial bank debits with the 
National Bank dropped from $38.2 to 
$34.6 million in October. Collections 
continued generally difficult. 


Preliminary arrangements for financ- 
ing the construction of a badly needed 


new aqueduct for the city of Havana 
were completed in October. The plan 
is that the Banco Nunez will under- 
write over a 2-year period a National 
Financing Agency (Financiera Nacional 
de Cuba) 4-percent bond issue in the 
sum of $14 million. The bonds will be 
secured by a mortgage on the Havana 
waterworks and serviced and amortized 
over 22 years from a special fund to be 
created by setting aside half of all 
municipal revenues from water. supply. 
Conclusion of the arrangements awaits 
formal establishment of the Financing 
Agency, which is expected to take place 
shortly. 

The Ministry of Finance intensified 
its campaign for improved tax collec- 
tions, concentrating its efforts in Octo- 
ber against widespread evasion of per- 
sonal income tax. Official data on re- 
venue receipts is not made public, but 
indications are that receipts are some- 
what improved over the depressed level 
registered in recent months, The Min- 
istry has called a national convention 
of tax officials for late November with 
the announced aim of furthering sim- 
plification of fiscal procedures and bet- 
ter enforcement of tax laws.—Emb.,, 
Havana, 
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FAIRS AND EXHIBITIONS 





1953 Dates 


Dec, FLL. .crecseeersee EN Z1AN...occseeeeeeednternational Agricultural Mas 


chinery Exposition, London, 


a” ERA Thailand........ signi Constitution Fair, Bangkok, 
Dec. 1953- 

Mar. 1954%......... Argentina..........004... Fair of the Americas, Mendoza, 
December »........... , ate Jalisco State Fair, Guadalajara. 
1954 Dates 


Jan. 1-Feb. 10......India.......ccccccreeeAll India Industrial Exhibition, 
y Hyderabad. 
England...........:.-....Jndustrial Exhibition, London. 
oe ENg@land...acweeeeeee Fifth Harrogate Toy and Fancy 
Goods Fair, Harrogate. 
International Exhibition oa Low 
Cost Housing, New Delh 


Jan. 
Jan. 





Jan. 20-Mar. 5..... India 








Jan. 20-29 England Hotel and Catering - Pmee 
—s Olympia, Lon- 
on 


Jan. 25-28........0.0.-- United States.........Plant Maintenance and Engineers 
ing Show, Chicago. 


. See GerMAaDy......ccceceeeeees West German Fashion Show, 

. Duesseldorf. 

Jan. 15-28............. United Biptge..- National Motor Boat Show, New 
ork, 

Jan. 20-Mar, 5.... Indi@.........s00-..International Housing Exhibition, 
New Delhi. 

om ge es amemtasii Colombia................International Exposition, Bogota, 

eb. 11-24......ccc0e.- United States.......... Washington State Third Interna- 
national Trade Fair, Seattle. 

Feb. 15-25.......... EMQ1ANd.......secceseseeee. Fifth British Furniture Exhibi- 
tion, Earls Court, London. 

Feb. 20-28............ United States......... — Motor Sports Show, New 
ork 

Feb. 26-Mar. 7.,... Netherland3......0... 83d Exposition of the Nether- 
lands Bicycle and Automobile 
Industry Association, Amster- 
dam. 

Feb. 26-Apr. 4.... Pakistant.......cccccee International Industrial Fair, 
Karachi 

Mar. 1-21..............Colombia...................International Exposition, Bogota, 

Mar, 2-Tercecsceseses-.- TANCE International Agricultural Ma« 





chinery Exhibition, Paris. 





Mar. 4-9.....ccccecerees Germany.........:......German Toy Fair, Nuremberg. 

Mar, 6-11........cc000.-, GET MANY .scccesersersvesere International Leathergoods Fair, 
Offenbach. 

Mar. 6-14. .....0......- YUGQOSIAVIA.,.....c000000 National Spring Fair, Zagreb. 

Mar, 6-22....5.0..000-- France....... .International Trade Fair, Nice. 

Mar, 7-9....cccccccccece- AFETIIADY coceccesercesceeees International Trade Fair (House- 
hold Goods and Hardware), 
Cologne. 

Mar. 7-12.......cscoo--. GeTMADY...ccoercerseseseres International Trade Fair (Spring), 
Frankfurt. 

Mar. 11-21............ Switzerland.............International Motor Exhibition, 
Geneva. 

Mar. 14-16..............Germany........ sienipiees International Trade Fair (Textile 


and Clothing), Cologne. 
Mar. 14-21.......s000 AUStria...........000-.1nternational Trade Fair, Vienna, 
Mar. 15-30.............. Tt al y.....cccccccssserverseneee REG ZIO Calabria Fair, Naples. 
Mar. 20-Apr. 4......PAMAMA......-scsereeee International Commercial Exposl- 
tion, Colon. 
J oO r ravel, an 
Mar. 27-Apr. 4..United Statezs......... "Wecation pports, waive 


Mar. 30-Apr. 8.....Netherlands............. International Industries Fair, 
Utrecht. 
March }......ccccceeeecesGETMADY..ssssevereeevenes Light Industries Fair (Interna- 
ied lledinees Fa 
5... cccecscocventbere UME Y «ccccccosensscsnsssevesesoos: nternationa ricultura air 
ae : and Horse Show, Verona. 
March .......cccrsseoes DEDMALK.....ceree «International Technical Fair, Co- 
penhagen. 
ADI. 8-11. ccssseceereree GEFMEDY.. 0000 «ewe nternational Photographic and 


Cinematographic Exhibition, 
Cologne. 






Apr. 10-24.......00.000 Japan.... .._International Trade Fair, Osaka. 

ADP. 11-Tune 4... Japan... cccccececseereereees “so Industrial Fair, Toyama 
Sity. 

Apr. 12-28. Italy.. International Trade Fair, Milan. 





Apr. 17-May 2....French i Trade Fair, Casa- 
anca. 
pr. 24-May 3...... France... ....Anternational Trade Fair, Lyon. 
pr. 24-May 9...... Belgium... Interntional Trade Fair, Brussels, 
Apr. 24-May 9......Belgium ..._ International Trade Fair, Liege, 
Apr. 25-May 9......S@ar.......cccscvs Saar Trade Fair, Sarrebruck. 
Heavy Industries Fair (Interna- 
tional, Hannover. 





ADI. 25-28 ....cccccce.- GEPMANY....ccccccceee. Fur and Fur Processing Exhibli- 
tion, Frankfurt. 
April 26-30........... United States.........Quadrennial Exhibition of the 


American Textile Machinery As- 
sociation, Atlantic City. 


Apr. 80-May 5....Austria........... vote GTS Spring Trade Fair, Graz. 


April} *.,...... inileniiene yg Ee sete International Trade Fair, Lille, 
APTI a... .cccsorecssseee United States.......... -Teatile Machinery Exhibition, At- 
Jantic City, 


December 7; 1953 








1954 Dates 

April’ Denmark International Commercial Fair, 
Copenhagen, 

May 1-15. Spain. International Samples Fair, Val- 
encia, 

Bag F3S. ccsatiiemnses Englanid.......«8.-ritish Industries Fair, London 
and Birmingham. 

May 3-28..........000 Australia... Architecture and Building Exhib- 
tion, Sydney. 

May 8-14.............. United States.......Foundry Congress and Show, 
Cleveland. 

May 8-18........0.000.SWitzerland............8Wiss Industries Fair, Basel. 

May 12-23............. Germany. ....cccoees «..German Handicraft Fair, Munich, 

May 15-30............... GeTMANY.....cseorerees International Printing and Paper 


Fair, Duesseldorf. 


sesseessseoreeerrneees ternational Navigation Exhibi- 
tion, Naples. 


May 15-Oct. 16..... Italy.... 
May 22-June 7.... France 





lcitdeabaaiibotonibians International Trade Fair, Paris, 
May. 25-June 10..Italy International Mediterranean Fair, 
Palermo. 


May 31-June 11... Canada.........««..International Trade Fair, Toronto, 




















May? Italy International Exhibition of Mod- 
‘ ern Decorative and Industrial 
Arts and of Modern Architec- 
ture, Milan. 
pe EE SET United States.........Annual Office Machinery and 
piunipanent Exposition, St 
Louis. 
May’. Tran.. International Fair; Tehran. 
FORO. 2BB cede MR. Sn cncionneal re eee Trade Fair, Barce- 
ona. 
June 12-20............ alah eearmnatccmmnnhs ~*~ apnea diated Trade Fair, 
urich, 
June 12-28............ FYAnCe....,..cmseeeeeeeednternational Trade Fair, Bor- 
deaux. 
June’. Italy.. International Trade Fair, Padua, 
DBO *., cxxinssttteisacbins Free Territory 
of Trieste.............. International Sample Fair, Trieste. 
July 9-Oct, 9........ Brazil Interational Trade Fair, Sao 
Paulo. 
July 10-26............ Luxembourg..........Luxembourg International Fair, 
Luxembourg. 
Aug. 26-Sept. 20. Turkey. .ccccccccccccseense. International Trade Fair, Ismir. 
August? Sweden St. Erik's Fair (International), 
7 Stcckholm 
Sept. 2-Oct. 1....... Syria............. = International Fair, Damascus. 
Sept. 4-12.....:........: Yugoslavia.r.cccrceseeee International Trade Fair, Zagreb. 


Sept. 5-7, 19-21..Germany.......«......International Trade. Fair (two 


_ sections), Cologne, 
..International Trade Fair (Fall), 
Frankfurt. 
Bept. 7-16..........0...Netherlands............International Industries Fair 
(Fall) Utrecht. 


Bept. 65-9..............Germany......« 





Bept. 7-18.....cccoo.. EN GlANG....ccccccccsessese Third British Food Fair, Olympia, 
London. 

Sept. 11-26.......... GErMAaNY.......ccecceceeres International Exhibition on Tour- 
ism and Gastronomy, Munich. 

Bept. 13-36............ United Ptates........ First International Instrument 

oo ess and Exposition, Phila- 

delnkt 

Sept. 23-28.......... GerMany..,...cccececsseeeee International Book Fair, Frank- 
urt. 

Sept. 28-Oct. 1... United States......... at | Steel Exposition, Cleve- 
and. 

September! France International Trade Fair, Stras- 


bourg 























September? Italy... International Levant Fair, Bari, 

September! Austria. International Trade Fair (Fall), 
Vienna. 

Beptembert Greece International Trade Fair, Salonika, 

September ".......,... BelQium.....ccccccsseeeees International Trade Fair, Ghent. 

September? France International. Trade Fair, Mar- 
seilles, 

September? Belgium International European Exhibition 
of Machine Tools, Brussels. 

September?! Sweden Swedish Industries Fair (Interna 
tional), Goteborg. 

September Austria Taseraehicnel Trade Fair (Fall), 

raz 

September“........... Switzerland.........Office Equipment Exposition (In- 

Soonatiinal Bufa), Zurich, 


Beptember’%.......... Rng iand sn Dor antional Commercial Motor 
Transport Exhibition, London. 
September? Scotland Scottish Industfies Exhibition and 
Trade Fair, Glasgow. 

Oct. 9-24...ccoreen GTMANY....ccvesereeeeree International Exhibition on Hunt- 
ing and Fishing, esseldorf, 

Oct, 12-15.. United Staten... Natienal Chemical. Exposition, 

Chicago. ; 

Octdber™.......0. GEPMANY......00-- Berlin Industrial Fair, Berlin. 

November '...........England. Pa Works and Municipal Sery- 
ices Exposition, London, 














3Exact dates not yet available, 
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WORLD TRADE PUBLICATIONS 





= Books 
““ Reports 


Chalmers, Henry. World Trade Policies, 
the Changing Panorama, 1920-1953. 
Berkeley, Calif. University of Cali- 
fornia Press, 1953. 546 pp. $7.50. 
This volume brings together a succes- 

sion of annual surveys of current 
events in the broad field of commercial 
policy over the past generation. The 
panoramic sketches represent an ap- 
praisal of those events by the same 
observer, surveying the scene from the 
same vantage point, year after year. To- 
gether they reveal the broad, general 
shifts in the commercial policies of the 
nations, as well as the major regional 
currents and crosscurrents. 


Many of the annual reviews were 
first published by the U. S. Department 
of Commerce—with which the author 
has been associated since 1921—in 
Foreign Commerce Weekly and its pred- 
ecessor, Commerce Reports. 

The work is not a retrospect over the 
course of foreign-trade policies since 
World War I as it might be appraised 
today, with the benefit of hindsight. To 
retain the current atmosphere of each 
period and the judgement of events as 
they appeared to a contemporaneous 
observer, the articles have been re- 
printed substantially as they appeared 
originally. 

The book closes with a hitherto un- 
published chapter appraising the pros- 
pect in general international trade pol- 
icy in the summer of 1953. 


Animal and Vegetable Fats and Oils, 
1952. Washington, D. C., U. S. Gov- 
ernment Printing Office, 1953. 87 pp. 
40 cents. 

In addition to information on domes- 
tie production, consumption, and stocks, 
this statistical report for the year 1952 
issued by the Bureau’ of the Census, 
U. S. Department of Commerce, con- 
tains data on VU. S. imports for con- 
sumption of raw materials used in pro- 
ducing vegetable oils in 1949-52; U. S. 
imports for consumption of animal and 
vegetable fats and oils in 1949-52; and 
U. S. exports of domestic and foreign 
animal and vegetable fats and oils in 
1952. 

Import and export statistics do not 
include data for shipments from the 
United States to U. S. territories and 
possessions or shipments to the United 
States from territories or possessions. 





The tonnage of U. S. water-borne im- 
ports in 1952 climbed to a record high 
of almost 96 million long tons, 6 percent 
more than in 1951, the previous record 
year, the Bureau of the Census, U. S. 
Department of Commerce, has reported. 


U.S. Water-Borne Commerce 
3 Percent Under 1951 Peak 


The tonnage of U. S. exports and im- 
ports carried hy vessel during 1952, in- 
cluding trade with Canada, amounted to 


188 million léng tons, a decrease of 3 
percent from the record total of 193 
million long tons during 1951, the Bu- 
reau of the Census, U. S. Department 
of Commerce, has announced. 

Despite this decrease, the volume of 
cargo handled during. 1952 was con- 
siderably more than double the average 
yearly prewar tonnage of 85,000 long 
tons during 1935-39, according to a new 
report by the Census Bureau, “United 
States Foreign Water-Borne Commerce, 
a Review of 1952.” 


* The decreased tonnage is attributed 
primarily to a sharp drop in exports 
of coal and wheat to Western Europe. 

The review, published in the De- 
partment’s Business Information Serv- 
ice, covers such subjects as the tonnage 
of exports and imports, the proportion 
of cargo carried on U, S. flag vessels, 
import-export trade by foreign-trade 
area, percentage of dry-cargo shipments 
carried on U. S. flag vessels to and 
from various foreign-trade areas, and 
volume and dollar value of trade 
through U. S. coastal areas and through 
individual U. S. ports. 

Copies of the 24-page report may be 
purchased from the U. S. Department of 
Commerce, Washington, D. C., or from 
the Department’s Field Offices, at 25 
cents each, 





A new edition of Schedule B, 
Statistical Classification of Domestic 
and Foreign Commodities Exported 
from the United States (superseding 
the 1952 edition), will not be issued 
. for approximately 2 years, the Bu- 
reau of the Census, U. S. Department 
of Commerce, has announced, 


Changes in Schedule B will, how- 
ever, continue to be made in the 
form of Public Bulletins, which, for 
the most important of the changes, 
will consist of reprint pages to be 
substituted in the Schedule. 


The Census Bureau suggests that 
present subscribers .to the 1952 edi- 
tion of Schedule B renew their sub- 
scription for the next 2 years. Cost 
of the renewal service is $1.50, which 
will include approximately five Pub- 


Schedule B Renewal Service Offered 
Pending New Edition in 2 Years 


lic Bulletins, the first of which will 
be issued this month, to become 
effective January 1, 1954. Renewal 
subscriptions should be sent to the 
Superintendent of Documents. 

In order to include the cost of 
bulletins to be issued in the next 2 
years, the price of a new subscrip- 
tion to Schedule B has been in- 
creased to.$5, domestic ($1.75 addi- 
tional for foreign mailing). New sub- 
scriptions to Schedule B may be 
placed with local Collectors of Cus- 
toms, U. S. Department of Com- 
merce Field Offices, and the Super- 
intendent of Documents, Government 
Printing Office, Washington 25, D. C. 

The order blank shown below may 
be used in renewing subscriptions or 
in placing new subscriptions to the 
1952 edition of the Schedule. 





Superintendent of Documents 


For use of Superintendent of Documents 





Government Printing Office 








Washington 25, D. C. 








edition, noted below: 





Enclosed find $—__—____. (check or money order) to cover the cost of 
subscription(s) to Schedule B, Statistical Classification of Domestie and 
Foreign Commodities Exported from the United States, January 1, 1952, 


C] Renewal subscription, domestic or foreign. (Covers 
amendments from December 1953 through ap- 
proximately January 1, 1956.) ...................c0.ccccccceeees 


[] New subscription, domestic 


(] New subscription, foreign. (Covers Schedule B and 
all amendments since date of publication, through 
approximately January 1, 1956.) ...............c.cccee0 ° 


reer Sr rir ire 


City, Zone, and State.......c..ccccccsesseesess 


COREE TERRE ENE EE TEE SEEES ORES OEE EEE ESETEOSEEEOESEES ESE EEE OEESEEEOS® oe 


$1.50 
$5.00 


$6.75 
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NEWS BY COMMODITIES 





W. Germany Sells More 
Cars to South Africa 


Western Germany has supplied an 
increasing number of motor vehicles to 
the Union of South Africa each year 
since 1949. This rise resulted in a drop 
in imports from the United , States, 
Canada, and France. Imports from the 
United Kingdom in the same period 
showed only a small increase. 


Registrations of new motor vehicles 
in the Union included 4,697 from West 
Germany in 1952, compared with 24 
units in 1949. 


Although imports from the United 
Kingdom have increased in the 4-year 
period, the gain in registration in 1952 
over 1951 was only 160 units. Registra- 
tion of new motor vehicles from the 
United Kingdom totaled 19,607 units in 
1949; 22,987 in 1950; 24,810 in 1951; and 
24,970 in 1952. 

Comparable registration figures for 
motor vehicles from the United States 
were 34,141 units in 1949; 15,254 ‘In 
1950; 13,129 in 1951; and 11,511 in 1952. 
Canadian makes totaled 11,268 in 1949; 
5,393 in 1950; 3,895 in 1951; and 
3,130 in 1952; and French makes, 
1,567; 1,149; 2,112; and 1,764 units, 
respectively. 

The number of German makes in op- 
eration at the end of 1952 totaled 16,075 
units, compared with 7,369 in 1949. 
U. S. makes declined from 372,301 in 
1949 to 368,077 in 1952. 

Other makes showed increases as fol- 
lows: United Kingdom, from 105,958 in 
1949 to 165,224 in 1952; Canadian, from 
101,814 to 102,365; and French, makes 
from 7,581 to 12,368. 


Portugal Buys Most of Its 
Motor Vehicles in Europe 


Registration of new motor vehicles in 
Portugal in the first 9 months of 1953 
included 5,482 passenger cars and 2,326 
commercial vehicles. The countries of 
origin in order of importance were Gér- 
many, furnishing 2,277 passenger cars 
and 666 trucks; United Kingdom, 1,454 
passenger cars and 1,332 trucks; 
France, 616 and 241; United States, 534 
and 39; Italy, 479 and 3; Sweden, 69 
and 25; Czechoslovakia, 52 and 16; and 
other countries 1 and 4, respectively. 

Comparable figures for the like pe- 
riod of 1952 are not available. Regis- 
trations for the year 1952 totaled 6,684 
passenger cars and 3,434 commercial 
vehicles. These figures broken down by 
countries of origin were as follows: 
United Kingdom, 2,618 passenger cars 
and 2,258 commercial vehicles; Ger- 
many, 2,411 and 688, respectively; 
France, 710 and 338; United States, 510 
and 43; Italy, 393 and 19; Sweden, 23 
and 45; Czechoslovakia, 19 and 0; other 
countries, 0 and 43, 


December 7, 1953 





Denmark Raises Food Use, Exports 


Danish per capita food consumption 
in 1952 was 3,240 calories, 65 calories 
more than in 1951. On a caloric basis 
food exports in 1952 exceeded those of 
1951 by 8 percent; food imports were 
15 percent less in 1952 than in the 
earlier year. 

Total caloric consumption in 1952 
was 3 percent above that of 1951. The 
percentage composition of the diet was 
proteins 11.3, fats 36.9, and carbohy- 
drates 51.8, of which alcohol accounted 
for 3.4. There was a 1.4 percent de- 
crease in use of proteins in 1952 com- 
pared with 1951 because of lower con- 
sumption of cheese and eggs, an in- 
crease of 3.5 percent in fats attributed 
to returning popularity of margarine, 
and an increase of 2.3 percent in car- 
bohydrates because of progressive de- 
rationing of sugar. 


Food Used Is Mostly Domestic 

Of the total consumption in 1952, 
food of domestic origin accounted for 
83.3 percent, compared with 79.7 per- 
cent in 1951, and 64.9 percent in 1935-39. 

The various branches of agriculture 
provided 93.8 percent of the domestic 
foods consumed last year, horticultural 
products made up 5 percent, fisheries 
supplied 1.1 percent, and game 0.1 per- 
cent. 

Consumption trends, determined from 
comparison of tonnage figures for the 
12-month period beginning August 1, 
1952, with the corresponding period a 


Italy Offers Market for 
U. S. Phonograph Records 


The demand for phonograph records 
in Italy is large and, although the vol- 
ume of sales of local manufacturers is 
substantial, apparently a market exists 
for imported records, particularly for 
American 78 r.p.m. and long-playing 
records. 

Imports of phonograph records from 
the United States are limited to a quota 
established yearly by the Ministry of 
Foreign Trade for the specific purpose 
of fostering cultural relations between 
the two countries. The 1953 quota, 
fixed at $170,000, has been utilized 
mainly for long-playing records. 

Reports indicate that because of the 
increasing domestic production of rec- 
ords, including long-playing, steps are 
being taken by interested local manu- 
facturers to have the import quota 
abolished in 1954. 

The market outlook for phonographs 
is poor. At present imports from the 
United States are prohibited; the only 
American record players and radio- 
phonographs now on sale in Italy are 
the few imported by special permission 
for international fairs and exhibitions, 





year earlier, were upward for meat, 
margarine, eggs, sugar, and fruits, and 
downward for cereals, fish, and vege- 
tables. Butter use was off slightly, and 
cheese consumption was practically sta- 
tionary. 

The decline in food imports in 1952 
was largely brought about by the rec- 
ord grain harvest of that year, which 
was also the principal reason why plant 
products made up only 45 percent of all 
imported foods, compared with a 62- 
percent average for prewar years. 


Vegetable products comprised one- 
third of food exports in 1952, having 
increased by 65 percent over 1951 ex- 
ports, and concurrently shipments of 
products of animal origin dropped 10 
percent compared with those of the 
preceding year. 





Britain Installs Diesel 
Engines in Automobiles 


Several hundred taxicabs in London 
are being fitted with diesel engines. 
Cars with similar engines will be avail- 
able soon for commercial travelers, doc- 
tors, and others who cover 30,000 miles 
or more a year. 

The initial cost of the diesel engine 
in a medium-sized car is about £75 
(£1=US$2.80) higher than for a gaso- 
line engine, but the.extra cost will be 
offset by the lower fuel consumption 
per mile. 

Continental makers, notably Fiat in 
Italy and Mercedes Benz in Germany, 
are beginning to market diesels in in- 
creasing quantities. In the United King- 
dom, the David Brown group and the 
Perkins Co. are specializing in making 


diesel engines suitable for medium-sized 
cars. 





U. K. Export Orders for 
TV Sets Going Up 


Export orders for television sets 
received so far this year by one 
British firm are greater than the 
whole industry’s exports of tele- 
vision receivers during 1952, a 
British trade journal reports. 

Considerable time has been 
spent on development of a suit- 
able television receiver for export, 
covering both the American sys- 
tem of 525 lines, 30 frames, and 
the system using 625 lines, 25 
frames. The company offers both 
single and multichannel tuner re- 
ceivers; the less expensive single- 
channel receivers are~ sold in 
European cities which have only 
one transmitter. 
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? 


Maritime Rules on 


Bloomfield Subsidy’ 


The Federal Maritime Board, after 
hearing reargument on the application 
of the Bloomfield Steamship Co. of 
Houston, Tex., for an operating-dif- 
ferential subsidy, has ruled that the 
provisions of Section 605(c) of the Mer- 
chant Marine Act of 1936, as amended, 
do not interpose a bar to the granting 
of an operating-differential subsidy to 
the Bloomfield Steamship Co. on U. S. 
essential Trade Route 21, Service 5. 


On the request of the Bloomfield 
Steamship Co. that it also be granted 
the privilege of subsidized operation on 
essential] U. S. Trade Route 13, the 
Board ruled that provisions of Section 
605(c) do interpose a bar to such a 
grant. 

In all other respects the Federal 
Maritime Board adopted the findings 
and conclusions set forth in a previous 
ruling of the Board which was reached 
on June 30, 1953. 

In making the announcement of the 
Board’s finding, after reargument which 
waS requested by the Lykes Bros. and 


the Waterman Steamship Companies, 


Louis S. Rothschild, Chairman of the 





British European Airways 
Records Traffic Increase 


British European Airways (BEA) 
has reported that passenger traffic dur- 
ing the 12 months ended September 30, 
1953, totaled 1,596,000 as compared 
with 1,400,000 in the preceding 12- 
month period; a gain of 14 percent. 

Earnings during the same periods 
rose from £12,638,000 to £13,822,000, an 
increase of 9 percent. Load-ton miles 
increased 15 percent, and operating 
costs decreased slightly. Summer traf- 
fic increased substantially in 1953 com- 
pared with the summer of 1952. 

Special mention was made in the 
BEA report of the Elizabethan fleet, 
which was said to have earned £895,000 
($2,506,000) for the corporation during 
August and September. This fleet of 


20 aircraft flew 5,280 hours during this . 


period at a load factor of 71 percent, 
compared to the breakeven factor of 
64.3 percent, 


Federal Maritime Board, said that the 
Board will procéed with the making of 
the administrative determinations re- 
quired by the 1936 statute. 

Essential U. S. Trade Route 21 covers 
service between Gulf ports and north- 
ern European ports. Trade Route 13 
covers service between Gulf ports and 
ports in the Mediterranean, 





Bombay Water Supply 
Project Under Way 


The Bombay Municipality, responsible 
for the water supply of the city of Bom- 
bay, India, is carrying out a project for 
augmenting the supply to 220 million 
gallons a day. The undertaking involves 
the construction of a dam across the 
Vaitarna River 85 miles from the city 
and connecting it through trunk mains 
with Tansa Lake as well as with the 
city directly. 

The cost of this project is estimated 
at 190 million rupees (1 rupee =approxi- 
mately US$0.21), Partial completion of 
the project next year is expected to in- 
crease the daily supply by 13 to 20 per- 
cent. The entire project, on which work 
began in 1949, is not expected to be 
completed until 1957. 


Bombay city, with a population of 
nearly 3 million, draws Lits supply of 
water from three lakes located outside 
the city. Tansa Lake, the largest of the 
three, is 66 miles northeast of the city 
and has a capacity of 46,660 million gal- 
lons. The three lakes together supply 
an average of 120 million gallons a day, 
of which nearly 100 million gallons 
come from Tansa. 


The present supply of water is rea- 
sonably good in quality, but the quan- 
tity available is considered inadequate. 
Delays in or failure of rainfall in the 
catchment area of the lakes have often 
thréatened serious cuts. 





Vessels calling at the port of New 
York discharged almost 2.4 million long 
tons of merchandise more in 1952 than 
in 1951, according to the Bureau of the 
Census, U. S. Department of Commerce. 


The gain is attributed to a heavy in- 
crease in tanker receipts, which more 
than compensated for a small loss in 
eargo unladen from dry-cargo vessels. 





TRANSPORT NOTES! 


Canadian Pacific Airlines and Trans- 
Canada Air Lines have made inaugural 
flights from Vancouver and Montreal, 
respectively, to Mexico City. 

CPA has started its regular weekly 
service from Vancouver to Mexico City 
(nonstop) and on to Lima, Peru. TCA 
exfects to start its regular weekly 
flights from Montreal to Mexico City, 
if arrangements can be made with U. S. 
authorities for a technical (nontraffic) 
stop in Tampa, Fla. 





Congestion in the Port of Basra, 
Iraq, during the late summer and early 
fall of this year has been relieved, and 
ships no longer experience costly de-' 
lays in loading and unloading. The 
principal factor in the improvement has 
been the reduction of the shipping back- 
log in the Persian Gulf ports south of 
Basra. 

The situation in Kuwait also is re- 
ported to have greatly improved. 





A third large middle-wave radio 
broadcasting station of 135 kilowatts 
has been erected at Balatonszabadi, 
Hungary. It is claimed that this station 
is the first high-capacity broadcasting 
station which is entirely the product 
of Hungarian industry, 
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